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Sunday 30 August 2026 
Martyr Laurence the Deacon 

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
Gospel: Matthew 19:16-26 

Tone Three
The Schedule of Divine Services for the Week is as Follows: 

30 Aug (SUN) 13th Sunday after Pentecost 
Chanting of the 3rd Hour 9:15am 
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 9:30am  
Blessing of flowers & herbs 
Panachida: +Harry, +Barbara & Christopher Coe, by Cynthia 
Dzubak 
Coffee Social to follow 
02 Sept (Wed) 14th Wednesday after Pentecost 
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 9:30am  
Coffee Social to follow 

06 Sept (SUN) 14th Sunday after Pentecost  
Welcome Metropolitan Gregory & ACRY Members 
Chanting or the 3rd Hour 8:35am 
Greeting of the Metropolitan 8:55am 
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 9:00am  
Blessing of the Chandelier 
Brunch at Rockville Hilton 
 
 

Announcements: 
Confessions be heard by appointment.  Please contact Fr Peter to schedule.  All faithful are encouraged to 
come to the Sacrament every 8­10 weeks, on average, to help maintain spiritual health.  If you have not been 
to Confession since the Great Fast (or longer) consider contacting FrPeter to schedule an appointment.   
 
The Hierarchical Divine Liturgy next Sunday morning will begin at 9:00am!  Please make note of this so that 
you are on time for the Divine Services! 
 
Everyone is invited to the ACRY Convention Hospitality Room (Hilton Presidential Suite) at the Rockville Hilton 
(1750 Rockville Pike) beginning at 5pm on Friday 04 September.  Welcome old friends and make new ones!   
The full schedule for the Convention and its events is printed later in the bulletin 
 
Mark your calendars: The Parish Family will have a (hopefully) brief one topic meeting on 20 September to 
discuss the distribution of the Funds that were originally set aside by the Parish Council for Diocesan needs.  
At the annual meeting other ideas were also proposed.  More details will be forthcoming as the date draws 
closer.   
 
As we enter the last quarter of the year, please take a close look at the parish prayer list.  If there are any 
names that need to be added or removed, please contact FrPeter to make any adjustments.  Thank you. 
 
Note to our Coffee Social hosts:  please do not reassemble the coffee pots when the components are still wet.  
Simply leave them on the counter to full dry.  Thank you! 
 
Flowers are donated this week by Tom & Amy Koval for the health of their children & grandchildren 
Many Years! Mnohaja L’ita 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



candle offerıngs 
Altar Candles & Eternal Light: Special Intention on our 55th Wedding Anniversary­John & Marie Smith (Mnohaja L’ita!) 
Altar Candles: Happy 55th Anniversary John & Marie smith­Lois (Many Years!) 
Eternal Light:  in memory of Dad, George Fitzurka­Lois (Memory Eternal!) 
Sacramental Table: Health & Wellness of Dennis, Irina, Vladislav, Alla, Julia, Julia, Julia, Julia and Elena­Irina Panfilov 
(Mnohaja L’ita!) 

Vigil Candles Offered For the Living­ (Many Years!  Mnohaja L’ita!) 
2­special intention­love Mom & Dad 
   Jonathan & Lara; Stephanie 
1­health of Melanie­love Alex 
1­health of Alex­love Melanie 
1­health & special intention John & Marie Smith, 
Georgene & Ray Ammon, Fr Peter & Paňi Bernadette, 
Alex Zarynow, Marie Skasko, Fr John & Paňi Marge 
Fedornock, Lois Erhard, Charlie & Debi Myers, Chris 
Fallon, Barbara Homick, All parishioners of HROC­Carol 
Miller 
2­for health­Sheila 
    HROC parishioners; Family members 
3­special intention­Sheila 
    Fr. Peter & family; Diocesan Priests & their families;  
    OCMC Missionaries 
1­health of children & grandchildren­Tom & Amy 
1­health of Chris Fallon­Michael, Kathleen, John & Anna 
2­special intention­brother George 
    Archbishop Michael; Barbara & Harold Harrington 
1­special intention Metropolitan Gregory­George 
Dahulich 
13­for health­George Dahulich 

 Archbishop Michael; Fr. Tom Kadlec; Fr. Jim Dutko; 
Chris Fallon; Charlie Myers; Barbara Harrington; Paňi 
Kathy Dutko; Alex Zarynow; Emily Dzubak; Katherine 
Chow; Psa. Diana Acsente; Fr. John & Paňi Marie 
Brancho; Georgia Wimberly 

1­happy birthday William Dzubak­George Dahulich 
2 ­happy anniversary­George Dahulich 
    Fr. Peter & Pani Bernadette; John & Marie Smith 
1­health of Savannah, Chloe, Caroline, Christopher,   
   Natalie, Cole, Parker Ray­love Grandparents 
20­health & special intention­John & Marie Smith 

Melanie Samson; Carol Miller; Barbara Homick; Marie 
Skasko; Georgene & Ray Ammon; Fr Tom & Paňi 
Linda Kadlec; FrJohn & Paňi Marge Fedornock; 
FrPeter & Paňi Bernadette; FrJohn & Paňi Eleanor 
Pribish; Eleanor Breno; Charlie Myers; Lois Erhard; 
FrJohn & Paňi Marie Brancho; Paňi Jean Hutnyan; 
Chris Fallon, Jeanne Delasko; Andrea Dzubak; Maig & 
Violette; Blaire & Tatiana; Melissa  

1­world peace­John & Marie Smith 
6­special intentions­the Breno Family   
   Breno Family; Fedornock Families; Peart Family;  
   Nakonecznyj Family; Zankey Family; Fabian Family  
1­for all who are ill­the Breno Family 
1­health of Nadya & baby­the Breno Family 
2­specail intention­Mom & Dad 
    Brian, Angela & Dominic; Stephen 
11­for health & special intention­Mark & Marie 

Nancy Shields; Mike Czap; Skeets & Beth; Carol 
Miller; Ray & Georgene Ammon; Eleanor Breno; 
FrJohn & Paňi Marge; FrPeter & Paňi Bernadette; 
Chris & Mike Fallon; Susan & Dan Zelensky; Reggie 
Mervine  

1­for health Skeets & Beth, Carol Miller, Michael, Dan­
Charlie & Debi Myers   
2­specail intention Jacob & Joey­love Mom & Dad 
1­health & healing Hayley, Bob, Peggy and Bruce, Carol 
Miller, Chris Fallon, AnneMarie, Paňi Jean, Ray Ammon, 
Tom Delare, Jordan; Nancy Hall; Nick & Janet­Lois 
1­for health Savannah & Parker, Caroline, Natalie, Karen 
K, Jeanne Delasko, Barbara Homick, Georgene, Debbie 
Delare, Julie Williams, Pam, Sharon­Lois 
3­happy birthday­Lois 
    CJ; Debbie Boyd; cousin Dan 
1­sp. int. Paula, Michael & Alex Antonishek­Lois 
3­health & wellbeing­Olga Vovk 
Artem, Andrey, Lidia, Tatiana, Natalia, Konstantin, Eva 
and George; Lubov, Michail, Ivan, Mark, Alexandra, 
Anastasia, Ludmila, Vasili, Maxim; Sofia, Sergei, Eva, 
Matthew, Timothy, Yulia, Dru, and Alex, Arkadii. Irina 
and their children and grandchildren 

1­health & safety Natalie, Konstantin, Eugenia, George­
Olga Vovk 
2­for health­Paňi Jean Hutnyan 
   Muhlenberg Family; Hutnyan Family 
 
 
 
 

Vigil Candles In Loving Memory: (Memory Eternal! Vicnaja Pamjat!) 
1+in loving memory of Les­love Carol 
1+in memory Mother & Father–Carol Miller 
1+In loving memory of Chris Hudack, Grandparents,  
 Bettie Searfoss, Myrtle Miller, John Hudack,  
 John Hrapchak, John Homick, Marge Tomasevich­Carol 
Miller  
1+in loving memory of Tom, Ann & Chrysa Thear­Taina & 
   Craig 
2+loving memory­the Fallons  
    Bishop Matthias & Paňi Jeannette;  
    Anna & John Luchok  
1+in memory of parents Helen & Larry Rowland­Diane 
1+in memory grandparents Helen & Peter Sedlar­Diane  
1+Memory Eternal Parents/Grandparents­Koval Family 
1+Memory Eternal Uncle George, Aunt Marge & Uncle 
Tony­ Koval Family 
2+Memory Eternal­love Alex, Melanie 
    parents Michael & Elaine; parents John & Katherine 
7+in memory­Sheila   
    John; Dad Kraynok; Mom Kraynok; Charles Hrapchak;  
    Anna Hrapchak; Evelyn Hrapchak; Irene Dzubak 

1+In loving memory of Metro­Love, Joan and Family  
1+in loving memory of parents Peter & Ann Dahulich­
love son George 
1+loving memory of Nikolai Mushegian­love Mom & Dad 
1+for soul’s peace, mercy & entry into paradise­Olga V 

Vladimir, Lidia, Pavel, Nina, Vladimir, Anatol, 
Maria, Rafael, Germina, Maxim, Anna, Irene, Sergei, 
Irina, Tatiana, Natalia, Olga, Konstantin, Leonid, Anna, 
Izot, Nina, Natalia, Afanasii, Lidia, Anastasia, Fedor 

2+in memory­Mark & Marie Sudik 
     Mom; Irene Dzubak 
1+loving memory Grandpa, Grammy, Irene Dzubak ­ 
Charlie & Debi Myers 
1+in memory Irene Dzubak­John & Marie Smith 
2+in memory­Paňi Jean Hutnyan 
   Fr Andrew; Mom & Dad 
1+in memory of Paňi Marjorie Mozes­the Breno Family 
1+in memory Justin Michael Antonishek­Lois 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Please pray for the following:  Metropolitan Gregory; Fr. Frank & Paňi Connie Miloro; Fr Stephen & Paňi Daria 
Loposky, Paňi Betty Jean Baranik; Fr Michael Rustik; Fr. Mark Leasure; Fr. John Fencik; Fr. Paul Stoll; Fr. Robert & 
Paňi Peggy Teklinski; Dn. Peter Skoog & family; Fr James & Paňi Kathy Dutko; Fr. Gregory Allard; Paňi Linda Barriger; 
Fr. James Gleason, Fr. Luke Mihaly; Hieromonk Michael; Fr Thomas & Paňi Linda Kadlec; Fr Stephen Krivonak; Fr 
David Smoley; Paňi Annamarie Slovesko; Paňi Patricia Duranko; Fr John & Paňi Cindy Zboyovski, Fr. Jonathan & 
Paňi Marsha Tobias, Paňi Sharon Holowaty; Paňi MaryMargaret Conjelko; Fr John & Paňi Eleanor Pribish; Fr John 
Mikitish; Paňi Karen Miklos; Paňi Marie Brancho; Paňi Jean Hutnyan; Fr David & Paňi Paula Kossy; Fr Edward 
Pehanich; Fr Andrew Fetchina; SGT Joey Myers; SGT Alexander Zarynow; Beth & Ed ‘Skeets’ Williams; Carol Miller; 
Dorothy Mastronicola; Tony Zankey; Justin Popek; Florence Gregoric, James & Melody Peyton; Carol Blum, Alexi 
Williams, Missy Johns, Susan Buckley, Constance Amey, James Lazor, Debbie Dell; Grace Yoon; Michael Dinneen; 
Joan Detwiler; Joan Kondratick; Barbara Homick; Jim David & Jeanne Delasko; Melanie Samson; Laura Gary; 
Richard & Wendy Sulich; James Durachko; Randi Ca� alle, Hayley Marshall, Jon Green, MaryJane, Kyle & Rosie 
Brant, Alicia, Stephen Brancho; Emily; MaryMargaret;  Thomas & Deborah Delare; Diana Hannan; Devan Merrill; 
Bob Fitzurka; Olga Vovk; Lela; Carly; Robert; Vic Fitzwater; Taina Ferguson; Olya Romanova; Luke Gri� ith; Richard 
Durachko; Jennifer Haire; Mary, Simon, Alla; Artem Vovk; Charles Arnhold; Danielle V; Debbie Aumen; David Bulko; 
Bill Finken; Angelo Taveira-DaSilva, Andrew S.; Natalie Z; Stephen Hutnyan; Dayton Naugle; Cassidy Riselvato; 
Phillip Trivett; Camila Bonilla; Hilary Soperak; Ray Rushnak; Christine Sakmar; Joel F, Frank, Jordan, Ruth Moore; 
Hudson Kennedy; Ray Ammon; Stephan B,  Jacob C; Michael Myers, Andrea Dzubak, Tony Pená,  Lucile,  Dan 
Breno, Sbdn Alex Breno, Blaire Zarynow & Tatiana, Sofia Sabriova & son, Kaitin Alfaro & baby, Christine & Abigale, 
Karen Kaczmarek,  Larry Pinckney, Vasilios Moschonas, Nadya Breno & baby,  
Barbara & James Farnan    

May Our Lord Jesus Christ Touch Them with His Healing Hand!! 

Prayer For The Priesthood 
O Lord Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd of Your sheep, light the fire of ardent love in the 
hearts of all Your priests, that they may ever and in all things seek only Your glory. 
Remember especially, Lord, our Metropolitan Gregory, and our spiritual fathers who are 
laboring in Your vineyard for the salvation of all those whom You have entrusted to them. 
Remember also, O Lord, our priests and deacons, especially Fr Edward Pehanich, Fr   
John Pribish & Fr Deacon Art Steinstra and our Diocesan Seminarians Fr. Peter 
Sodini, Fr. Maximus Cannaverde, Reader Ignatios Leonardo, Fr Alexander 
Hurtsellers, Reader John Fedornock III, John Bonnewicz­Coffey, Clay Wood, Dn. 
Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, Spyridon Raburn   

Make their lives as holy as the word they preach. Keep them from being 
discouraged. Hear their prayers for our salvation. Give them wisdom and courage to proclaim Your truth. Make 
them priests after Your own heart. For You are a merciful God who loves us, and to You we give glory, together 
with Your eternal Father and Your all­holy, good and life­giving Spirit, now and ever and forever. Amen. 
{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}    

ACRY Convention Schedule 
Friday, September 4 
· Morning: Golf Outing­TBD 
· Check­in (3:00 PM)­Hilton Rockville 
· Hospitality Suite (5:00 PM)­Hilton 

Presidential Suite 
Saturday, September 5 
· Breakfast (8:00 AM) ­ Hilton Presidential 

Suite 
· Morning Business Session (9:00 AM) 
· Hilton Eisenhower Room (Sr.)/Hilton 

Montgomery Room (Jr.) 
· Lunch – On your own 
· Afternoon Business Session­(1:00 PM) 
· Hilton Eisenhower Room (Sr.)/Hilton 

Montgomery Room (Jr.) 

· Vespers (4:00 PM)­Hilton Eisenhower 
Room 

· Dinner (5:30 PM­8:30 PM)­Hilton 
Roosevelt/Madison Room 

Sunday, September 6 
· Divine Liturgy (9:00 AM) Holy 

Resurrection Orthodox Church 
· Brunch following Divine Liturgy (11:30­

1:00 PM) ­ Hilton Hotel Atrium 
· Afternoon / Business sessions ­ (TBD) 
· Banquet (5:30 PM­11:00 PM) Hilton 

Plaza Ballroom 
· Junior After Party (TBD) 
Monday, September 7 
· Check out (by 11:00 AM) 

{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{} 
Delusion always defeats itself and, while not wanting to, supports the truth in all things mark this: it needed 

to be shown that Christ died, was buried and then rose, so, all of this was firmly 
established by our enemies themselves! Once they’d blocked the tomb, sealed it 
and guarded it, there was no chance of any theft of the body. But since there was 
no theft and yet the tomb was found to be empty, it’s clear and incontrovertible 
that he rose. Do you see how the truth’s supported even by those who don’t want 
to do so?           St John Chrysostom 

 



COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 
AUGUST 2026 

 
ATTENDING: Joann Medvigy, Marie Smith, Marie Sudik, Mark Sudik, Matt Delcher, Sarah Hetzler, 
Jason Aumen, Debi Myers, Father Peter. 
 
Financials  

· Receipts exceeded disbursements in July. 
· Montgomery County property tax was paid this month 

($1925) 
· Gifts for Camp Nazareth and graduates ($740) 

 
Maintenance Issues 

· Maintenance account spent $1440 for a new rectory washer 
and a new file cabinet for music. 

· Upcoming Facility Issues/Expenses: 
· Pine tree by shed is diseased and needs to be removed. 
Following already reported as upcoming expenses: 
· Concrete Repair of the Front Steps 
· Rectory window repair 
· Front door to church – balance to remove air gap 
· High back wing chairs in rectory need to be reupholstered 

 
Upcoming parish event(s) 

· The Potomac Chapter of the ACRY is hosting their annual convention over Labor Day. Please 
volunteer to assist with this event. 

 
Next Council meeting is a Sunday September 13.  Any parishioner can attend our meetings. 
 
     Respectfully Submitted,  
     Marie Sudik, Recording Secretary 
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STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
JULY  2026 

 
JULY TREASURER’S REPORT 
Non­Designated Fund Balance, 6/30/26 $    57,449.86 
      $      6,194.25 
      $     63,644.11   
Income  $     26,004.20 
Expenses  $    ­19,809.95   
   $       6,194.25  
 
Non­Designated Fund Balance:  $ 63,644.11 
Gain in July: $6,194.25 
 
CUMULATIVE YEAR TO DATE 
Income         $125,038.31  
Expenses                   $124,396.50 
Gain Year to Date           $       641.81 
 
Attendance and Communicants JULY 2026 
05 July:  44/37  19 July:  45/38 
12 July:  54/43  26 July:  67/53 
 
 

EVERY MAN SHALL GIVE AS HE IS ABLE, ACCORDING TO 
THE BLESSINGS OF THE LORD YOUR GOD WHICH HE 

HAS GIVEN YOU.” 
Deuteronomy 16:17 

 



Martyr Myron the Presbyter 
Commemorated 17/30 August 

The Holy Martyr Myron was a presbyter in Achaia (Greece), and lived during the third century. 
He suffered in the year 250 under the emperor Decius (249-251). The presbyter 
was gentle and kind to people, but he was also courageous in the defense of 
his spiritual children. 

On the Feast of the Nativity of Christ, he was celebrating the Divine 
Liturgy. The local governor Antipater came into the church with soldiers so as to 
arrest those praying there and to subject them to torture. Saint Myron began to 
plead for his flock, accusing the governor of cruelty, and for this the saint was 
delivered over to be tortured. 

They took Saint Myron and struck his body with iron rods. They then 
threw the presbyter into a red-hot oven, but the Lord preserved the martyr, but 
about 150 men standing nearby were scorched by the fire. The governor then 
began to insist that the martyr worship idols. Saint Myron firmly refused to do 
this, so Antipater ordered the leather thongs to be cut from his skin. Saint Myron 
took one of the leather thongs and threw it in the face of his tormentor.  

Falling into a rage, Antipater gave orders to strike Saint Myron all over 
his stripped body, and then to give the martyr to wild beasts to be eaten. The 
beasts would not touch him, however. Seeing himself defeated, Antipater in his 
blind rage committed suicide. They then took Saint Myron to the city of Cyzicus, where he was 
beheaded by the sword. 
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 

Prophet Samuel 
Commemorated 20 August/02 September 

The Prophet Samuel was the fifteenth and last of the Judges of Israel, living more than 1146 
years before the Birth of Christ. He was descended from the Tribe of Levi, and was the son of 
Elkanah from Ramathaim-Zophim of Mount Ephraim. He was born, having been besought from the 
Lord through the prayers of his mother Hannah (therefore he received the name Samuel, which 
means “besought from God”). Even before birth, he was dedicated to God. Her song, “My heart exults 
in the Lord,” is the third Old Testament ode of the Canon (1 Sam/1 Kings 2:1-10).  

When the boy reached the age of three, his mother went with him to Shiloh and in accord with 
her vow dedicated him to the worship of God. She gave him into the care of the High Priest Eli, who 
at this time was a judge over Israel. The prophet grew in the fear of God, and at twelve years of age 
he had a revelation that God would punish the house of the High Priest Eli, because he did not 
restrain the impiety of his sons. Eli’s whole family was wiped out in a single day. 

The prophecy was fulfilled when the Philistines, having slain 
in battle 30,000 Israelites (among them Hophni and Phinees, the 
sons of Eli the High Priest), gained victory and captured the Ark of 
the Covenant. Hearing this, the High Priest Eli fell backwards from 
his seat at the gate, and breaking his back, he died. The wife of 
Phinees, upon hearing what had happened in this very hour, gave 
birth to a son (Ichabod) and died with the words: “The glory has 
departed from Israel, for the Ark of God is taken away” (1 Sam/1 
Kgs 4: 22). 

Upon the death of Eli, Samuel became the judge of the 
nation of Israel. The Ark of God was returned by the Philistines on 
their own initiative. After returning to God, the Israelites returned to 
all the cities that the Philistines had taken. In his old age, the 
Prophet Samuel made his sons Joel and Abiah judges over Israel, 
but they did not follow the integrity and righteous judgment of their 
father, since they were motivated by greed. 

Then the elders of Israel, wanting the nation of God to be 
“like other nations” (1 Sam/1 Kgs 8: 20), demanded of the Prophet 
Samuel that they have a king. The Prophet Samuel anointed Saul 
as king, but saw in this a downfall of the people, whom God Himself 
had governed until this time, announcing His will through “judges,” 

His chosen saints. Resigning the position of judge, the Prophet Samuel asked the people if they 
consented to his continued governance, but no one stepped forward for him. 

After denouncing the first king, Saul, for his disobedience to God, the Prophet Samuel 
anointed David as king. He had offered David asylum, saving him from the pursuit of King Saul. The 
Prophet Samuel died in extreme old age. His life is recorded in the Bible (1 Sam/1 Kgs; Sirach 46:13-
20). 

In the year 406 A.D. the relics of the Prophet Samuel were transferred from Judea to 
Constantinople. 
 



The Story of a Russian Priest 
Here’s what happened to him: 

 
There was once a priest who did not want to serve the liturgy because it was a cold 

winter day. 
The temperature was 10 degrees below zero and the priest knew that the only person 

who was likely to come to the service was the chanter. The priest had no idea about the Church’s 
teaching on the presence of the Triumphant Church and how the Divine Liturgy benefits the living 
and the departed. With difficulty he forced himself to go to church. On the way to church he kept 
wishing that the chanter would not come so that he would not have to serve and go home. 
However, the chanter did come.  

The priest did the Prothesis (or Proskomedia, the service of preparing the holy gifts) in a hurry 
and began the Divine Liturgy. Shortly after, some 
bishops, priests, monks and nuns and some lay 
people arrived. Most of them sat in the choir section and 
began to chant so beautifully that the priest forgot about 
how cold and lonely he was earlier. His whole body was 
warm and his whole being was all a flame… When he did 
the small entrance he noticed that the church was 
full of people – most of them familiar – he did not pay 
much attention and just continued with the Divine Liturgy. 

When the time came for the Sanctification of the 
Holy Gifts he saw three bishops, brightly clothed and 
radiant entering the Holy Altar. They knelt with him and 
prayed. The priest then stood up very carefully with fear, 
took the censer and in a loud voice said, 
‘Especially our All Holy, Immaculate, Most Blessed and 
glorious Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary…’ 

The soul of the priest was amazed and filled 
with divine joy. Peace and heavenly stillness, dominated 
his inner self. When the time came for the elevation and 
dividing of the Host (Lamb) the whole church filled with 
the sweetest melodies. The whole multitude of people who 
were present along with the monks, priests and bishops 
chanted not only once but many times, 
‘One is Holy, One is Lord: Jesus Christ, to the glory of God 
the Father. Amen’. 

Next, they chanted the Holy Communion hymn, 
‘Taste and see that the Lord is good, Alleluia.’  
The priest was wondering what to do. Should he partake of the Holy Communion first or step aside 
for the three bishops who were present. Just as he was thinking this, one of the bishops nodded to 
him indicating that he should receive Holy Communion and then to Unify and Place the remaining of 
the portions of the Lamb into the Chalice along with the portions in memory of the Holy Theotokos 
and the Saints.  

Having completed this the priest then opened the Royal Doors … and saw no one 
in the Church… he turned and looked back into the holy altar, he looked to the right, looked to the 
left, the bishops had disappeared, he stood there speechless, amazed. He slowly opened his 
mouth and chanted the next petition, 
‘With the fear of God and faith and love, draw near…’ 
and the chanter slowly drew near to take Holy Communion. The priest was still amazed, still 
wondering! The whole Triumphant Church was present. All those present in the church were 
persons familiar to him; they were persons that had departed from this life and he 
would from time to time commemorate their names during each liturgy: 
‘that’s why they were present, that’s why they all seemed so familiar’, he thought. 

As for the bishops in the altar they were the Three Hierarchs: Saint John 
Chrysostom, Saint Basil the Great and Saint Gregory the Theologian. 
So many years of study at university, so much research and so many sleepless nights he spent 
studying and these efforts were not able to give him not even one drop of the sweetness and 
divine knowledge that this one Divine Liturgy gave him. 
 


