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Sunday 17 July 2022
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Venerable Andrew of Crete
Epistle: Romans 10:1-10
Gospel: Matthew 8:28-9:1
Tone Four

Sunday 24 July 2022
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Miracle of St Euphemia
Romans 12:6-14
Matthew 9:1-8
Tone Five

The Schedule of Divine Services for the Week is as Follows:
5th

17 July (SUN) Sunday after Pentecost
Chanting of the 3rd Hour 9:10am
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 9:30am
Coffee Social to follow
Departure for Deanery Week @ Camp Nazareth
24 July (SUN) 6th Sunday after Pentecost
Chanting of the 3rd Hour 9:10am
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 9:30am
Coffee Social to follow

27 July (Wed) 7th Wednesday after Pentecost
Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 9:30am
31 July (SUN) 7th Sunday after Pentecost
Chanting of the 3rd Hour 9:10am
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 9:30am
Coffee Social to follow

Announcements:
Confessions be heard by appointment. Please contact Fr Peter to schedule. All faithful are encouraged to come to
the Sacrament every 8-10 weeks, on average, to help maintain spiritual health.
FrPeter will be away from the parish from after Divine Liturgy today until Saturday evening to be part of the clergy
staff at Camp Nazareth. Fr Joseph Edgington will be “on-call” while he is away. In case of emergency, he can be
reached at 703-532-8017 (home) or 703-380-9673 (cellular)
Mark your calendar: there will be a special meeting of the parish during the Coffee Social on Sunday 07 August 2022.
This will be a one topic meeting to approve spending to put in a new kitchen floor. A small sample of the ceramic
(quarry) tile and cove that we will be using is on display under the TV in the back of the hall. The only topic for
discussion will be the floor. If you have any questions before hand, please contact a Council member or FrPeter
(First Official Announcement: 17 July; Second Official Announcement 24 July)
Please note that the suggested donation for Vigil Candles is now $3.00. Please make note of the change. Thank you!
The new lists for Coffee Social hosts and for Flower offerings are up on the bulletin board in the hall. Please take note
as to which list you are signing up for; they are labeled clearly. As a note, we do need hosts for the remainder of July
& August. Let us try to fill those in as soon as possible.
Patrons, Boosters and Memorial Listings are being collected for the ACRY Convention Booklet. The convention is being
hosted by Sts Peter & Paul Church in Rockaway, NJ. Donations for listings are as follows: Patrons @ $10.00 each;
Boosters @ $5.00 each; Memorial Listings @ $10.00 each. Listings will be collected until Sunday 24 July. Please see
George Dahulich During Coffee Social to hand in your listing.
As summer is here and many will be taking much deserved time away, please do not forget your parish church. Just
like at home, the bills still need to be paid whether you are here or not. If you are going to be away from the parish
for a week or more, please either mail your stewardship offering in or use the PayPal button on the parish website.
Your continued support of the parish is appreciated!
There is a list on the bulletin board of outdoor tasks that need to be done around the church during the summer
months. Please look at the lists and sign up for any of the tasks that need to be done. If there are any questions,
contact Mark Sudik.
Information on Science and Nature Camp at Camp Nazareth (14-20 August) was sent out to our parents. If you did
not get the information, please contact FrPeter. Registration for S&N Camp began on 20 June.

Candle Offerings
Eternal Light: Happy Birthday Bob-Lois (Many Years!); in memory of Leslie & Michelle on their birthday-Lois (Memory Eternal!)

Vigil Candles Offered For the Living (Many Years! Mnohaja L’ita!)
2-for health-love Mom & Dad
Jonathan & Lara; Stephanie
1-health of Melanie-love Alex
1-health of Alex-love Melanie
2-for health-Sheila
HROC parishioners; Family members
3-special intention-Sheila
Fr. Peter & family; Diocesan Priests & their families;
OCMC Missionaries
1-health of children & grandchildren-Tom & Amy
1-health of Chris Fallon-Michael, Kathleen, John & Anna
2-special intention-brother George
Archbishop Michael; Barbara Knighton
2-special intention-George Dahulich
Metropolitan Gregory; Bishop Matthias
8-for health-George Dahulich
Archbishop Michael; Fr Tom Kadlec; Fr Jim Dutko; Chris
Fallon; Charlie Myers; Barbara Knighton; Paňi Kathy Dutko;
Alex Zarynow
4-happy birthday-George Dahulich
Melanie Samson; Caryl Strauss; Andrew Swindell;
Nora Strauss
1-happy anniversary Brian & Angela Luchini-George Dahulich
1-health of Savannah, Chloe, Caroline, Christopher,
Natalie, Cole-love Grandparents
24-health & healing-John & Marie Smith
Irene Dzubak; Melanie Sampson; Fr Tom Kadlec; John &
Barbara Homick; Chris Hudack; Ray & Georgene Ammon;
Marge Tomasevich; Carol Miller; Mare Skasko; Fr John &
Paňi Eleanor Pribish; Lois Erhard; Chris Fallon, Charlie
Myers; Paňi Jean Hutnyan; RoseMarie Jung; Tom & Debbie
Delare; Fr John & Paňi Marge Fedornock; Eleanor Breno;
Katie Lund; FrPeter & Paňi Bernadette; Vic Fitzwater;
John Fedornock; Emily Dzubak
1-safety & peace for the Ukrainian people-John & Marie Smith

6-special intentions-the Breno Family
Breno Family; Fedornock Families; Peart Family;
Nakonecznyj Family; Zankey Family; Fabian Family
1-in thanksgiving-the Breno Family
1-health of all who are ill-the Breno Family
1-safe travels-the Breno Family
1-happy birthday Cassidy-the Breno Family
1-specail intention Angela & Brian; Stephen-Mom & Dad
14-for health & special intention-Mark & Marie
Mom; Nancy Shields; Mike & Josie Czap; Skeets; Charlie;
Chris Hudack; Marge Tomasevich; Irene Dzubak; Carol
Miller; Ray & Georgene Ammon; Eleanor Breno; Fr John &
Paňi Marge; FrPeter & Paňi Bernadette; Chris & Mike Fallon
2-health-Charlie, Debi, Jacob & Joey
Skeets; Jessica
2-specail intention-love Mom & Dad
Jacob; Joey
1-health & healing Hayley, Bob, Chris Hudack, John Homick,
Peggy and Bruce, Andrea, Katie, Miki, Carol Miller, Cathy and
her dad John, Chris Fallon, Miki, Betty Jo, Cindy, Sharon,
Rose, Dave-Lois
1-for health Savannah, Caroline, Natalie, Karen K, Elizabeth
Michel, Marge Tomasevich, Jeanne Delasko, Aunt Ann, Irene
Dzubak- Lois
3-specail intention-Lois
Rose & Dave; Alicia & Jeramiah; Pam & Hayley
2-birthday blessings-Rose Plowchin
Carole Plowchin; Caryl Strauss
1-special prayer-Paňi Marge Fedornock
1-health of Roman & Family-Paňi Marge Fedornock
2-in thanksgiving-Paňi Marge Fedornock
son John; Dr Ronnell
3-for health-Paňi Marge Fedornock
all my children; son John; Sofia & baby Matthew
1-special intention Philip & team-Paňi Marge Fedornock
1-for health of Fedornock, Breno, Fabian, Riselvato & Zankey
Families-Christine

Vigil Candles In Loving Memory: (Memory Eternal! Vicnaja Pamjat!)
1+in loving memory of Les-love Carol
1+in memory Mother & Father–Carol Miller
1+in loving memory of our father & mother-Taina and Craig
1+in loving memory of Chrysa Thear-Taina and Craig
2+loving memory-the Fallons
Paňi Jeannette; Anna & John Luchok
1+in memory of Marion Fallon-Diane
1+in loving memory of Helen Rowland-Diane
1+in loving memory Parents & Grandparents-Diane & Brian
1+Memory Eternal Parents/Grandparents-Koval Family
1+Memory Eternal Uncle George, Aunt Marge & Uncle TonyKoval Family
2+Memory Eternal-love Alex, Melanie
parents Michael & Elaine; parents John & Katherine

7+in memory-Sheila
John; Dad Kraynok; Mom Kraynok; Charles Hrapchak;
Anna Hrapchak; Evelyn Hrapchak
1+In loving memory of Metro-Love, Joan and Family
1+in loving memory of parents Peter & Ann Dahulich-love son
George
3+in memory-Charlie, Debi, Jacob & Joey
Grammy; Aunt Nunka; Alex Breno
2+in memory-Mark & Marie
Verna Czap; Charlene Myers
3+in memory-Paňi Marge Fedornock
Parents; brother & sister; Alex Breno on 40th day
1+Eternal Memory Alex-Eleanor & Family
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Prayer For The Priesthood
O Lord Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd of Your sheep, light the fire of ardent love in the hearts of all
Your priests, that they may ever and in all things seek only Your glory. Remember especially,
Lord, our Metropolitan Gregory, and our spiritual fathers who are laboring in Your vineyard for
the salvation of all those whom You have entrusted to them. Remember also, O Lord, our priests
Fr Joseph Fester, Fr John Pribish, Fr Dn. Donald Koch and Seminarians Dylan Kelemecz
(graduated), Thomas Kovalak, Nicholas Worobey, Aydin Zill, Seamus Murry, Samuel
Loposky & Timothy Paproski, Nicholas Fong and Nicholas Laliberte. Make their lives as holy
as the word they preach. Keep them from being discouraged. Hear their prayers for our salvation.
Give them wisdom and courage to proclaim Your truth. Make them priests after Your own heart.
For You are a merciful God who loves us, and to You we give glory, together with Your eternal
Father and Your all-holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and ever and forever. Amen.
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“Another brother asked Abba Macarius, "How can I be saved?" The
elder answered him, "Be like one dead: do not think about insults from
people, nor of glory, and you will be saved.”
Ancient Patericon (writings of the Monastic Fathers)

Please pray for the following: Metropolitan Gregory, Bishop Matthias, Fr. Frank & Paňi Connie Miloro; Paňi
Betty Jean Baranik, Fr Michael Rustik, Fr. Mark Leasure; Fr. John Fencik, Fr. Paul Stoll, Fr. Robert & Paňi
Peggy Teklinski, Dn. Peter Skoog & family, Paňi Kathy Dutko, Fr. Gregory Allard, Paňi Linda Barriger, Fr.
James Gleason, Fr. Luke Mihaly, Fr. Ted & Paňi Marjorie Mozes, Fr. Thomas Blaschak, Hieromonk Michael,
Fr Thomas Kadlec; Fr Stephen Krivonak; Paňi Donna Smoley, Paňi Annamarie Slovesko, Fr John & Paňi
Patricia Duranko, Fr. Christopher Rozdilski, Fr John & Paňi Cindy Zboyovski, Fr. Jonathan & Paňi Marsha
Tobias, Fr Robert Lucas, Fr Tony Joseph, Paňi Delores Zuder; Paňi Amy George, Paňi Dorothy Hutnyan, Fr
Vasily & Matushka Olga Andreyuk; Fr John & Paňi Eleanor Pribish; Fr John Mikitish; PFC Joey Myers; Elisa
Castilla, Beth & Ed ‘Skeets’ Williams, Carol Miller, Cindy Russell, Dorothy Mastronicola, Angie Wali, Nancy
Lynn Arthur, Tony Zankey, Justin Popek, Karen Ogden, Joshua, Faye & Tess, Emilie Dixon, Shirley Miree,
Michael Rake, Olga Vasconez, Diane Dupere-Lindell, Gerry Sadler, Ann Eckert, Lois Hall, Marshal Smith,
Dave Stanton, Florence Gregoric, James & Melody Peyton, Louann Giger, Daniel Ward, Jennifer Brady, Carol
Blum, Katie Bleeker, Alexi Williams, Missy Johns, Susan Buckley, Constance Amey, James Lazor, Debbie
Dell, Rose & Douglas Eade, Grace Yoon, Michael Dinneen, Kellie Barett, Joan Detwiler, Joan Kondratick, John
Homick, Jim David & Jeanne Delasko; Melanie Samson, Mary West, Laura Gary; Richard & Wendy Sulich;
James Durachko, Julia Rapach, Randi Caffalle, Hayley Marshall, Jon Green, Aleia Dick, MaryJane, Kyle &
Rosie Brant, Mary Agnes, Alicia, Lisa Cherno, Stephen Brancho, Emily, MaryMargaret , Leslie Perez, Thomas
& Deborah Delare, Diana Hannan; LeLe Luu; Bridget Myers; Devan Merrill; Joann Wiant; Bob Fitzurka; Olga
Vovk; Susan B.; Lela; Carly; Robert; Vic Fitzwater; Taina Ferguson; Olya Romanova; Luke Griffith; Isaiah
Dutko; Richard Durachko; Kathy Fleck, Jennifer Haire, Mary, Simon, Alla, Julia & baby; Artem Vovk, Charles
Arnhold, Danielle V, Sofia Sabirova & son, Debbie Aumen, David Bulko
May Our Lord Jesus Christ Touch Them with His Healing Hand!

Venerable Andrew, Archbishop of Crete
Commemorated 4/17 July
Saint Andrew, Archbishop of Crete, was born in the city of Damascus into a pious Christian family. Up
until seven years of age the boy was mute and did not talk. However, after communing the Holy Mysteries of
Christ he found the gift of speech and began to speak. And from that time the lad began earnestly to study Holy
Scripture and the discipline of theology.
At fourteen years of age, he went off to Jerusalem and
there he accepted monastic tonsure at the monastery of Saint
Savva the Sanctified. Saint Andrew led a strict and chaste life,
he was meek and abstinent, such that all were amazed at his
virtue and reasoning of mind. As a man of talent and known
for his virtuous life, over the passage of time he came to be
numbered among the Jerusalem clergy and was appointed a
secretary for the Patriarchate -- a writing clerk. In the year
680 the locum tenens of the Jerusalem Patriarchate,
Theodore, included archdeacon Andrew among the
representatives of the Holy City sent to the Sixth Ecumenical
Council, and here the saint contended against heretical
teachings, relying upon his profound knowledge of Orthodox
doctrine. Shortly after the Council he was summoned back to
Constantinople from Jerusalem and he was appointed
archdeacon at the church of Hagia Sophia, the Wisdom of
God. During the reign of the emperor Justinian II (685-695)
Saint Andrew was ordained bishop of the city of Gortineia on
the island of Crete. In his new position he shone forth as a
true luminary of the Church, a great hierarch -- a theologian,
teacher and hymnographer.
Saint Andrew composed many inspired writings, including the Great Canon of Repentance which is
sung on Monday through Thursday of the first week of Lent, after the usual beginning of Compline, and
following Psalm 69/70. In current Greek practice the Great Canon begins after the Doxology. The Great Canon
of Repentance includes 250 troparia within its 9 Odes. Before each Troparion of the Canon, we make the Sign
of the Cross and bow and sing "Have mercy upon me, O God, have mercy upon me." On Thursday of the fifth
week, the Great Canon is sung continuously in its entirety. After Psalm 90/91 "God is with us," is read plainly
and without a melody (outside of Great Lent). During Lent, however, the verses are sung slowly by the choir
with the refrain "For God is with us" after each verse.
Saint Andrew has also composed the Canon for the Feast of the Nativity of Christ, three Odes for
Compline of Palm Sunday, and also in the first four days of Passion Week, as well as verses for the Feast of the
Meeting of the Lord, and many other Church hymns. His hymnographic legacy was continued by other great
composers of following ages: Saints John of Damascus, Cosmas of Maiuma, Joseph the Hymnographer,
Theophánēs the Branded, etc.
Church historians are not of the same opinion as to the date of death of the saint. One suggests the year
712, while others -- the year 726. He died on the island of Mytilene, while returning to Crete from
Constantinople, where he had been on churchly business. His relics were transferred to Constantinople. In the
year 1350 the pious Russian pilgrim Stephen Novgorodets saw the relics at the Constantinople monastery
named for Saint Andrew of Crete.

Venerable Andrew Rublev the
Iconographer
Commemorated 04/17 July

Saint Andrew Rublev, Russia’s greatest iconographer, was
born near Moscow sometime between 1360 and 1370. While still
very young, he went to the Holy Trinity Monastery, and was
profoundly impressed by Saint Sergius of Radonezh.
After the death of Saint Sergius in 1392, Saint Nikon
succeeded him as igumen. Saint Andrew became a novice in the
monastery under Saint Nikon. Sometime before 1405 he moved
to the Spaso-Andronikov Monastery founded by Saint
Andronicus, with the blessing of Saint Nikon. There Saint
Andrew received monastic tonsure and was taught iconography
by Theophanes the Greek and the monk Daniel, Saint Andrew’s
friend and fellow-ascetic.
Saint Andrew is first mentioned in the Chronicles in 1405,
when he, Theophanes, and
Prochorus painted the cathedral of the Annunciation. His next
important project, which he undertook with the monk Daniel, was to
paint the frescoes in the Dormition Cathedral in Vladimir in 1408.
Saint Nikon of Radonezh asked Saint Andrew and Daniel to
paint the new church in the reconstructed monastery of the Holy
Trinity, which had been destroyed by the Tatars in 1408. At this time
Saint Andrew painted his most famous icon: the Holy Trinity
(actually, the Hospitality of Abraham).
Saint Andrew fell asleep in the Lord between 1427-1430, and
was buried in the Andronikov Monastery. He was over seventy years
old at the time of his death. The monk Daniel, who died before Saint
Andrew, appeared to his friend and urged him to join him in eternal
blessedness.
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Stewardship Report June 2022
June 2022 Treasurer’s Report
Non-Designated Fund Balance, 05/31
Income
Expenses
LOSS in June is $3,069.75
Transfer to Savings
Non-Designated Fund Balance, 6/30

$ 75,100.09
9,798.80
12,868.55
$ 72,030.34
$ 40,000.00
$ 32,030.34

CUMULATIVE Year to Date
Income
$ 98,155.79
Expenses
$ 100,079.06
LOSS for Year to Date
$ 1,923.27
Note from the Parish Council: The monthly expenses for the last three months have exceeded our
monthly income and decreased our cumulative gain for the year. As we go into the summer vacation
months, please continue with your offerings. Even if you are not here, the regular expenses to keep
the church functioning still need to be paid. Thank you for putting your stewardship into action!
Time and Talents Given to the Parish
Many thanks to all who helped, in any way, to help make the annual parish picnic a success!
Attendance and Communicants June 2022
05 June: 40/25
12 June: 55/29
19 June: 37/25
26 June: 30/21

“EVERY MAN SHALL GIVE AS HE IS ABLE, ACCORDING TO THE
BLESSINGS OF THE LORD YOUR GOD WHICH HE
HAS GIVEN YOU.”
Deuteronomy 16:17

The Miracle of St Euphemia
Commemorated 11/24 July

Saint Euphemia is commemorated on September 16/29, the day on which she was martyred. On this
day is commemorated the miracle-working power of her honorable relics, which was manifested at
the time of the Fourth Ecumenical Council in
Chalcedon. This Council was convened during
the reign of Emperor Marcian and Empress
Pulcheria in the year 451 A.D., after the death of
Emperor Theodosius the Younger. The reason
for summoning this Council was the heresy of
Dioscorus, Patriarch of Alexandria, and
Eutyches, an archimandrite from Constantinople
who had spread the false teaching that in Christ
the Lord there are not two natures, divine and
human, but only a Divine Nature. At this
Council, the most prominent roles were played
by Anatolius, Patriarch of Constantinople, and
Juvenal, Patriarch of Jerusalem. Because a
decision could not be reached through debates
and testimonies from both sides, Patriarch
Anatolius proposed that the Orthodox and the
heretics each write down their confession of
faith, and that they then be placed into the coffin
where the relics of St. Euphemia lay. They all
agreed to this. Therefore, the two confessions of
faith were written and placed on the bosom of
the great-martyr. The coffin was closed and
sealed with the emperor's seal, and soldiers were
commanded to watch over it. All the members of
the Council then spent three days in prayer and
fasting. When they opened the coffin on the
fourth day, they found the Orthodox Confession
of Faith in the right hand of the saint and the
heretical confession of faith under her feet.
Thus, by the power of God, the dispute was decided in favor of Orthodoxy. During the reign of
Emperor Heraclius, the relics of St. Euphemia were translated from Chalcedon to Constantinople, to
the church dedicated to her near the Hippodrome. The iconoclastic Emperor Leo the Isaurian ordered
that these relics be thrown into the sea, but the coffin was miraculously translated to the island of
Lemnos and was placed in the Church of the Holy Martyr Glyceria. Then, during the reign of the
Empress Irene, the coffin with the relics of St. Euphemia was returned to Constantinople, to its
former place. From time to time, blood has flowed from these relics, to help those who are ill or in
misery.
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No Other Stream
Archpriest Lawrence Farley, from his blog No Other Foundation

Among the many things that Christians say that annoy people is their assertion that Christianity is the
only true religion. Given the tremendous number of alternatives to Christianity on the religious market today,
the assertion savours of intolerable arrogance, blindness, insensitivity, and self-righteous conceit. “The only
true religion?” Who do these Christian people think they are? In the words of one critic, “That’s an outrageous
thing to accept”.
The outrageousness of it is doubtless increased by the sins of the Christians making the claim. In the
words of Isaiah (echoed by St. Paul) “the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you”
(Isaiah 52:5, Romans 2:24). Christians seem to be no better than other people, and the fact that the Church has
been around for two thousand years means that it has had time to make some spectacular blunders and rack up
an impressive list of things of which it is now ashamed. (Before critics get too self-righteous themselves, it
should be remembered that any group or institution that has existed for hundreds of years will do the same
thing—such as, for example, the group known as the United States of America.) The Church has made lots of
mistakes. As Nietzsche is reputed to have once said, “I’ll believe in the Redeemer when the Christians look a
lot more redeemed.” According to Isaiah and Paul, it is a fair comment.
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Continued on next page

(Foundation…continued)

Perhaps it might help if the assertion were re-phrased. It is easy to misunderstand the assertion, and to
read it as if the Christians were making a claim about themselves, their virtue, and the wonderfulness of their
religion and their church services. But that is not what is being asserted. Christians are not so much making a
claim about Christianity as a religion (with all the historical baggage that goes with it), as they are making a
claim about Christ. In saying that Christianity is the only true religion, we are saying that transfiguration,
healing, sonship, resurrection, and eternal life are only found in Jesus of Nazareth and in a relationship with
Him.
This does not mean that there is no good in any of the other religions. All religions have some good in
them, because all people have some good in them—whether the people are religious, agnostic, or atheist. That
is what it means to have been made in the image of God. Christians do not assert that because Christianity is
100% true everything else on the religious market is 100% wrong. And they are not saying that all the nonChristians are going to hell (read Romans 2:6-16). But we do say that healing, joy, immortality, and eternal life
reside in Jesus alone. Rejecting Him knowingly, decisively, and finally (such as some Pharisees did when they
insisted, He was demonically-possessed and in league with Satan; see Mark 3:22, John 8:28) cuts one off from
this power and this life.
That is why Jesus said to His disciples, “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father
but through Me” (John 14:6). The Pharisees who rejected Him would not find their way to the Father or to the
Kingdom. Jesus was the door into the Kingdom
(John 10:7), and the only way into eternal life.
That is also what St. Peter meant when he said
to the Sanhedrin, “There is salvation [literally “the
salvation”] in no one else, for there is no other name
under heaven that has been give among men by
which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). Peter was not
talking about the relative worth of other religions. He
was proclaiming Jesus as the Messiah to people who
rejected His Messianic claim and who were looking
to find a Messiah and a Messianic salvation
elsewhere. Peter was saying, “Don’t waste your time:
Jesus is the only Messiah you are going to get”.
Jesus is the only source of life there is for this
dying world, the only source of water in our desert.
Damnation is not the infliction of arbitrary
punishment on people who made well-intentioned but erroneous religious choices. It is not as if God is saying,
“Oops! Sorry! Wrong religion! You picked wrong, and now I’m sending you to hell.” Damnation is the result
of the soul deliberately and finally rejecting the life that is offered, like a flower that hates sunlight and soil and
that therefore pulls up its roots from the earth and hides in the dark. A flower needs sunlight and soil to live,
and if it refuses these, it will die—not because the sun and soil are mad at the flower, but because of the nature
of flowers, sun, and soil. We need the power that comes through Jesus to live, to find healing, to enter into joy,
and if we reject Him, we can never find life, healing or joy. The result will be death, sickness of heart, and
misery. Jesus is the only source of life the universe affords. It is Him or nothing.
These stark alternatives were brilliantly portrayed in a conversation that a girl, Jill, had with a Christ
figure, the lion Aslan, in C. S. Lewis’ The Silver Chair. Jill arrived in Narnia dreadfully thirsty, but quickly and
happily discovered that there was a stream nearby from which she could drink. But there was a problem:
between her and the stream there lay a lion. Terrified of being attacked and eaten, she didn’t move. Then the
lion said, “If you’re thirsty, you may drink”. When she didn’t move, the lion repeated the words.
Still terrified of the lion Jill said, “May I—could I—would you mind going away while I do?” A low
growl indicated the Lion was not going anywhere. Frantic with thirst, Jill asked, “Do you eat girls?”, and the
Lion replied simply, “I have swallowed up girls and boys, women and men, kings and emperors, cities and
realms”. Not at all reassured, Jill concluded, “I daren’t come and drink.” To this the Lion replied, “Then you
will die of thirst”. “Oh dear!” said Jill, “I suppose I must go and look for another stream then.” “There is no
other stream,” said the Lion.
“‘There is no other stream.” That is the humble confession of the Church. In a world dying of thirst,
Christ is the only stream, and if men refuse to drink of this stream, there is no other, and they will die of thirst.
There is only one stream, one source of life, one way to Father, one name under heaven that has been give
among men by which they must be saved. One true religion.
Fortunately for us who thirst, if we are thirsty, we may drink. Indeed, Christ came into the world
precisely so that we could drink. In the last day of a great Jewish feast, He stood up and cried out to the world,
“If any man is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink! He who believes in Me, as the Scriptures said, ‘From his
innermost being shall flow rivers of living water’” (John 7:37-38).
This is why the Church is prepared to brave the scorn of the world and declare with her Saviour that
faith in Him is the one true religion, the one and only source of life. Try any other religion or philosophy or
way you like. Sooner or later, you will find out that apart from Christ, there is no other stream.
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Commemorated 14/27 July

Saint Aquila, Apostle of the 70: It is possible that he was a disciple of the Apostle Paul, a
native of Pontus and a Jew, living in the city of Rome with his wife Priscilla (they are commemorated
on February 13 on the Greek Calendar). During the reign of the emperor Claudius (41-54) all the
Jews were banished from Rome, so Saint
Aquilla and his wife were compelled to leave.
They settled in Corinth. A short while later,
the holy Apostle Paul arrived there from
Athens preaching the Gospel. Having made
the acquaintance of Aquila, he began to live
at his house and labored together with him,
making tents.
Having received Baptism from the
Apostle Paul, Aquila and Priscilla became
his devoted and zealous disciples. They
accompanied the apostle to Ephesus. The
Apostle Paul instructed them to continue the
preaching of the Gospel at Ephesus, and he
himself went to Jerusalem, in order to be
present for the feast of Pentecost. At
Ephesus, Aquila and Priscilla heard the bold
preaching of a newcomer from Alexandria,
the Jew Apollos. He had been instructed in
the fundamentals of the Faith, but knew only
the baptism of John the Forerunner. They
called him over and explained more
precisely about the way of the Lord.
After the death of the emperor
Claudius, Jews were permitted to return to
Italy, and Aquila and Priscilla then returned
to Rome. The Apostle Paul in his Epistle to
the Romans recalls his faithful disciples,
“Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my coworkers in
Christ Jesus, who put forth their heads for
my soul, whom I do not alone thank, but also
all the Church of the Gentiles and the church of their household” (Rom. 16: 3-4). Saint Aquila did not
long dwell in Rome: the Apostle Paul made him a bishop in Asia. Saint Aquila zealously labored at
preaching the Gospel in Asia, Achaia and Heraklia. He converted pagans to Christ, he confirmed
newly-converted Christians in the faith, he established presbyters and destroyed idols. Saint Priscilla
constantly assisted him in the apostolic work. Saint Aquila ended his life a martyr: pagans murdered
him. According to the Tradition of the Church, Saint Priscilla was killed together with him.
ↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈ

Only those who have a genuine
Orthodox outlook are real, obedient
children of the Church and can be gifted
with grace and joy, rather than being sullen,
disconsolate and petulant.
Elder Moses the Athonite

†

St Olga is Commemorated on 14/27 July

