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Sunday 15 August 2021 
EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Blessed Basil of Moscow, Fool-for-Christ 
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18   Gospel: Matthew 14:14-22 

Tone Seven 
The Schedule of Divine Services for the Week is as follows: 

15 Aug (SUN) 8th Sunday after Pentecost 
Chanting of the 3rd Hour 9:15am 
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 9:30am 
Panachida: +Peter, +Lawrence & +Helen Rowland, by daughter/granddaughter Diane 
Coffee Social to follow  
19 Aug (THU) FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION 
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 9:30am 
  Blessing of Grapes and Fruit 
22 Aug (SUN) 9th Sunday after Pentecost 
Chanting of the 3rd Hour 9:15am 
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 9:30am 
   Blessing of Grapes and Fruit 
Coffee Social to follow 

Announcements: 
Confessions be heard after Divine Services and by appointment.  Please contact Fr Peter to schedule.  All faithful are 
encouraged to come to the Sacrament every 8-10 weeks, on average, to help maintain spiritual health.  
 
We are in the midst of the Dormition Fast, which runs until the Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos on 28 August.  
All Fasting guidelines apply.  Cut back on meat and dairy products as much as possible during this time. 
 
FrPeter will be away from the office from after the Feast Day Liturgy on Thursday until Saturday evening (19-21 Aug).  
All candle requests for next Sunday’s bulletin need to be submitted by Tuesday evening.  
 
Please pray for the following:  Metropolitan Gregory, Bishop Matthias, Fr. Frank & Paňi Connie Miloro; Paňi Betty Jean 
Baranik, Fr Michael Rustik, Fr. John Fencik, Fr. Paul Stoll, Fr. Robert & Paňi Peggy Teklinski, Fr. John Gido, Dn. Peter 
Skoog & family, Pañi Kathy Dutko, Fr. Gregory Allard, Fr. Lawrence & Paňi Linda Barriger, Fr. James Gleason, Fr. Luke 
Mihaly, Fr. Ted & Paňi Marjorie Mozes, Fr. Thomas Blaschak, Hieromonk Michael,  Fr Thomas Kadlec; Paňi Donna 
Smoley, Fr. Michael & Paňi Annamarie Slovesko, Fr John & Paňi Patricia Duranko, Fr. Christopher Rozdilski, Fr John & 
Paňi Cindy Zboyovski, Fr. Jonathan & Paňi Marsha Tobias, Fr Robert Lucas, Paňi  Delores Zuder; Paňi Amy George, 
Paňi Dorothy Hutnyan, Fr Michael & Paňi Elenore Polanichka; Presbytera Tulla Pateras; Fr Vasily & Matushka Olga 
Andreyuk; Fr John & Paňi Eleanor Pribish; PFC Joey Myers; Elisa Castilla, Beth & Ed ‘Skeets’ Williams, Carol Miller, 
Cindy Russell, Dorothy Mastronicola, Angie Wali, Nancy Lynn Arthur, Tony Zankey, Justin Popek, Karen Ogden,  Joshua, 
Faye & Tess, Emilie Dixon, Shirley Miree, Michael Rake, Olga Vasconez, Diane Dupere-Lindell, Gerry Sadler, Ann Eckert, 
Lois Hall, Marshal Smith, Dave Stanton, Florence Gregoric, James & Melody Peyton, Louann Giger, Daniel Ward, 
Jennifer Brady, Carol Blum, Katie Bleeker, Alexi Williams, Missy Johns, Susan Buckley, Constance Amey, James Lazor, 
Debbie Dell, Rose & Douglas Eade, Grace Yoon, Michael Dinneen, Kellie Barett, Joan Detwiler, Joan Kondratick, John 
Homick, Jim David, Melanie Samson, Mary West, Laura Gary; Richard & Wendy Sulich; James Durachko, Julia Rapach, 
Randi Caffalle, Hayley Marshall, Jon Green, Aleia Dick, MaryJane, Kyle & Rosie Brant, Mary Agnes, Alicia, Lisa Cherno, 
Stephen Brancho, Emily, MaryMargaret , Leslie Perez, Thomas & Deborah Delare, Diana Hannan; Ed Murphy; LeLe Luu; 
Bridget Myers; Devan Merrill; Joann Wiant; Bob Fitzurka; Olga Vovk; Susan B.; Dorothea Fotis; Lela; Vladimir; Carly; 
Robert; Charlene Myers; Vic Fitzwater; Taina Ferguson; Olya Romanova; Luke Griffith; Paňi Kathryn Dutko & son Isaiah    

May Our Lord Jesus Christ Touch Them with His Healing Hand!
 

Flowers: Flowers on the Altar & Tetrapod are donated by Olga Vovk for “good health & recovery for my father, 
Vladimir” (Mnohaja L’ita!)  
 
Congratulations and God’s choicest blessings to Marie Sudik on her retirement from Government Service (split 
between the US Census Bureau and Civilian Work for the US Coast Guard).  Many Years! Mnohaja L’ita! 
 
Would you like to join the rotation of those who chant the 3rd Hour before Divine Services?  We could use another 
voice or two to assist Mark Sudik and Sbdn Michael.  If you are interested, please contact FrPeter.    
 
 
 
 



Candle Offerings 
Altar, Sacramental Table Candles & Eternal Lamp: In memory of +Helen Rowland on anniversary of repose-RG (Vicnaja Pamjat!) 

Vigil Candles Offered For the Living (Many Years!  Mnohaja L’ita!) 
2-for health-love Mom & Dad 
   Jonathan & Lara; Stephanie 
2-for health-John & Sheila 
    HROC parishioners; Family members 
3-special intention-John & Sheila 
    Fr. Peter & family; Diocesan Priests & their families;  
    OCMC Missionaries 
1-health of Chris Fallon-Michael, Kathleen, John & Anna 
2-special intention-brother George 
    Archbishop Michael; Barbara Knighton 
2-special intention-George Dahulich 
    Metropolitan Gregory; Bishop Matthias 
6-for health-George Dahulich 
    Fr Tom Kadlec; Fr Jim Dutko; Chris Fallon;  
   Charlie Myers; Barbara Knighton; Paňi Kathy Dutko 
5-happy birthday-George Dahulich 
   PFC Joey Myers; Jelani Wimberly; Andrey Taveira-DaSilva; 
   Ruth Strauss; Michael Sofelkanik Jr 
1-health of Savannah, Chloe, Caroline, Christopher,   
   Natalie, Cole-love Grandparents 
5-for health-Ray & Georgene 
   Our Family; Smith Family; Sudik Family; Miller Family;  
  Lois Erhard 
22-health & healing-John & Marie Smith 
    Irene Dzubak; Melanie Samson; Fr Tom Kadlec;  
   John & Barbara Homick; Chris Hudack; Ray & Georgene  
   Ammon; Marge Tomasevich; Carol Miller; Marie Skasko;  
   Paňi Eleanor Pribish; Lois Erhard; Chris Fallon; Emilia Zak; 
   Stephen Brancho; Charlie Myers; Debbie & Tom Delare;  
   Rose Marie Jung; Paňi Jean Hutnyan; Tim Dzubak;  
   Jessica Kadlec-Krchmar: Fr & Paňi Miloro; Met. Gregory  
6-special intentions-the Breno Family   
   Breno Family; Fedornock Families; Peart Family;  
   Nakonecznyj Family; Zankey Family; Fabian Family  
4-for health-the Breno Family 
   Sue Tenley; Danika & baby; Laura & baby; all who are ill 

1-happy birthday Chris-the Breno Family 
2-specail intention-Mom & Dad 
   Angela & Brian; Stephen  
1-special intention Mark-love Marie 
1-special intention Marie-love Mark 
7-for health-Mark & Marie 
   Mom/Baba; Verna Czap; Nancy Shields;  
   Mike & Josie Czap; Skeets; Williams Family; Charlene  
   Myers 
12-health & special intention- Mark & Marie 

Chris Hudack; Ray & Georgene Ammon; Marge 
Tomasevich; Irene Dzubak; Carol Miller; Alex & Eleanor 
Breno; Fr John & Paňi Marge; James Battaglini; Charlie 
Myers; Paňi Bernadette; Fr Peter 

1-health of Charlie-love Debi 
2-for health-Charlie, Debi, Jacob & Joey 
    Grammy; Skeets 
2-specail intention-love Mom & Dad 
    Jacob; Joey 
1-birthday blessing Joey-love Mom & Dad 
1-health & healing Hayley, Bob, Chris Hudack, John Homick, 
Peggy and Bruce, Andrea, Katie, Miki, and Carol Miller-Lois 
1-for health Savannah, Caroline, Natalie, Karen K, Elizabeth 
Michel, Marge Tomasevich, Aunt Ann, Alex Zarynow- Lois 
2-for health-Paňi Jean Hutnyan 
   Muhlenberg Family; Hutnyan Family 
1-special prayer-Paňi Marge Fedornock 
3-for health-Paňi Marge Fedornock 
   all my children & grandchildren; those who are ill 
2-happy birthday-Paňi Marge Fedornock 
   Paňi Jean; Paňi Dorothy 
1-safety & health Alex & firefighting crew-Joanie 
1-health of Tessa & Baby-Aunt Rose 
1-congratulations on new job Mark-Aunt Rose 
3-for health-Rose Plowchin 
    Paňi Dolores Zuder; John Homick; Chris Hudack 

Vigil Candles In Loving Memory: (Memory Eternal! Vicnaja Pamjat!)
1+in loving memory of Les-love Carol 
1+in memory Mother & Father–Carol Miller  
1+in loving memory of our father & mother-Taina and Craig 
2+loving memory-the Fallons  
    Paňi Jeannette; Anna & John Luchok 
1+in memory of Marion Fallon-Diane  
1+in loving memory of Helen Rowland-Diane 
1+in loving memory Parents & Grandparents-Diane & Brian 
1+Memory Eternal Parents/Grandparents-Koval Family 
2+Memory Eternal-Koval Family 
    Uncle George & Uncle Tony 
4+Memory Eternal –love Alex, Melanie 
    mother Katherine; father John; mother Elaine; father Michael 

5+in memory-John & Sheila   
    Dad Kraynok; Mom Kraynok; Charles Hrapchak;  
    Anna Hrapchak; Evelyn Hrapchak 
1+In loving memory of Metro-Love, Joan and Family  
1+in loving memory of parents Peter & Ann Dahulich-love  
    son George 
2+in memory-Paňi Jean Hutnyan 
   Fr Andrew; Mom & Dad   
2+in memory-Paňi Marge Fedornock 
    Parents; brother & sister 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Prayer For Vocations 
Master of all, You promised us, “I will be with you always, even until the very end of the 
world,” and You have taught, “I will build My Church and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it.” Mindful of this pledge, we beseech Your great goodness to inspire men 
to the Holy Priesthood, the service of Your Holy Orthodox Church, so that she may 
properly be able to fulfill Your will for Your people in this age. There are children to 
baptize, the sick to heal, and the dying to care for. There is the Bread of Life to distribute, 
and the Word of God to teach. There are sins to forgive, and charity to be done in Your 
Name. Send Your Church in this hour and in every age “vessels of clay” to be instruments 
of Your presence. Hear us, O Lord, and have mercy.  

Prayer For The Priesthood  
O Lord Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd of Your sheep, light the fire of ardent love in the hearts 
of all Your priests, that they may ever and in all things seek only Your glory. Remember 
especially, Lord, our Metropolitan Gregory, and our spiritual fathers who are laboring in 
Your vineyard for the salvation of all those whom You have entrusted to them. Remember 
also, O Lord, our priests Proto. William Conjelko, Proto. Myron Zuder, and Protodeacon 
Theodore Worobey, and Seminarians Dylan Kelemecz, Thomas Kovalak, Nicholas 
Worobey, Aydin Zill, Samuel Loposky & Timothy Paproski. Make their lives as holy as the word they preach. 
Keep them from being discouraged. Hear their prayers for our salvation. Give them wisdom and courage to 
proclaim Your truth. Make them priests after Your own heart. For You are a merciful God who loves us, and 
to You we give glory, together with Your eternal Father and Your all-holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now 
and ever and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 



Blessed Basil of Moscow the Fool-For-Christ 
Commemorated 2/15 August 

 
Saint Basil the Blessed, Wonderworker of Moscow, was 

born in December 1468 on the portico of the Elokhov church 
in honor of the Vladimir Icon of the Most Holy Theotokos 
outside Moscow. His parents were commoners and sent their 
son to be trained as a cobbler. 

During Basil’s apprenticeship, the master happened to 
witness a remarkable occurrence, which showed him that his 
student was no ordinary man. A certain merchant had brought 
grain to Moscow on a barge and then went to order boots, 
specifying that they be made in a particular way, since he 
would not pick them up for a year. Blessed Basil wept and said, 
“I wish you would cancel the order, since you will never wear 
them.”  

When the perplexed master questioned his apprentice, 
he explained that the man would not wear the boots, for he 
would soon die. After several days the prediction came true. 

When he was sixteen, the saint arrived in Moscow and 
began the difficult exploit of foolishness for Christ. In the 
burning summer heat and in the winter’s harsh frost, he 
walked about barefoot through the streets of Moscow. His 
actions were strange: here he would upset a stand with kalachi, 
and there he would spill a jug with kvas. Angry merchants 
throttled the blessed one, but he endured the beatings with joy 
and he thanked God for them. Then it was discovered that the 
kalachi were poorly cooked, and the kvas was badly prepared. 
The reputation of Saint Basil quickly grew, and people saw him 
as a holy fool, a man of God, and a denouncer of wrong. 

A certain merchant wanted to build a stone church on 
Pokrovna in Moscow, but its arches collapsed three times. The merchant turned to the saint for advice, and he 
pointed him toward Kiev. “Find there John the Cripple,” he said. “He will advise you how to construct the 
church.” 

Traveling to Kiev, the merchant sought out John, who sat in a poor hut and rocked an empty cradle. 
“Whom do you rock?” asked the merchant. “I weep for my beloved mother, who was made poor by my birth and 
upbringing.” Only then did the merchant remember his own mother, whom he had thrown out of the house. 
Then it became clear to him why he was not able to build the church. Returning to Moscow, he brought his 
mother home, begged her forgiveness, and built the church. 

Preaching mercy, the blessed one helped those who were ashamed to ask for alms, but who were more in 
need of help than others. Once, he gave away a rich imperial present to a foreign merchant who was left without 
anything at all. Although the man had eaten nothing for three days, he was not able to beg for food, since he 
wore fine clothing.  

The saint harshly condemned those who gave alms for selfish reasons, not out of compassion for the poor 
and destitute, but hoping for an easy way to attract God’s blessings upon their affairs. Once, the saint saw a devil 
in the guise of a beggar. He sat at the gates of the All-Pure Virgin’s church, and he gave speedy help in their 
affairs to everyone who gave alms. The saint exposed the wicked trick and drove the devil away. 

For the salvation of his neighbor, Saint Basil also visited the taverns, where he tried to see a grain of 
goodness, even in people very much gone to ruin, and to strengthen and encourage them by kindness. Many 
observed that when the saint passed by a house in which they made merry and drank, he wept and clutched the 
corners of that house. They inquired of the fool what this meant, and he answered: “Angels stand in sorrow at 
the house and are distressed by the sins of the people, but I entreat them with tears to pray to the Lord for the 
conversion of sinners.” 

Purified by great deeds and by the prayer of his soul, the saint was also given 
the gift of foreseeing the future. In 1547 he predicted the great fire of Moscow; 
through prayer he extinguished a fire at Novgorod; and once he reproached Tsar Ivan 
the Terrible, because during the divine services he was preoccupied with thoughts of 
building a palace on the Vorobiev hills. 

Saint Basil died on August 2, 1557. Saint Macarius, Metropolitan of Moscow 
served the saint’s funeral with many clergy. His body was buried in the cemetery of 
Trinity church, where in 1554, the Protection cathedral was built in memory of the 
conquest of Kazan. His Holiness Patriarch Job glorified Saint Basil the Blessed at a 
Council on August 2, 1588. 

In an early icon, Saint Basil is portrayed as old, with white hair curling at the 
ears, and a short, curly white beard. He is completely naked, and holds a 
handkerchief in his hand. The veneration of Saint Basil the Blessed was always so 
strong that the Trinity temple and the attached Protection church were renamed for 
him [the famous Saint Basil’s Cathedral in Moscow]. 



Why a Fast for Dormition? 
by Reader Daniel Manzuk from The Word, June 2008 (Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese) 

It would be a gross understatement to say that much has been written about the Feast of the Dormition 
of the Theotokos. Yet very little has been written about the fast that precedes it. 

Every Orthodox Christian is aware and generally knows the reason behind the fasts for Pascha and 
Christmas. But while they may know of the Dormition Fast, few follow it, and more than a few question why it 
is there, neither knowing its purpose. First, given the pervasive misunderstanding of the purpose of fasting 
itself, a refresher on its purpose is always a good idea. There is a perception that we should fast when we want 
something, as though the act of fasting somehow appeases God, and seeing us “suffer” gets Him to grant our 
request. Nothing can be further from the truth. It is not our fasting that pleases God, it is the fruits of our fast 
(provided we fast in the proper mind set, and do not merely diet) that please Him. We fast, not to get what we 
want, but to prepare ourselves to receive what God wants to give us. The purpose of fasting is to bring us more 
in line with another Mary, the sister of Lazarus, and away from their sister Martha, who in the famous passage 
was “anxious and troubled about many things.” Fasting is intended to bring us to the realization of “the one 
thing needful.” It is to help us put God first and our own desires second, if not last. As such it serves to prepare 
us to be instruments of God’s will, as with Moses in his flight from Egypt and on Mt. Sinai, as well as our Lord’s 
fast in the wilderness. Fasting turns us away from ourselves and toward God. In essence it helps us become like 
the Theotokos, an obedient servant of God, who heard His word and kept it better than anyone else has or 
could. 

So why do we fast before Dormition? In a close-knit family, word that its matriarch is on her deathbed 
brings normal life to a halt. Otherwise, important things (parties, TV, luxuries, personal desires) become 
unimportant; life comes to revolve around the dying matriarch. It is the same with the Orthodox family; word 
that our matriarch is on her deathbed, could not (or at least should not) have any different effect than the one 
just mentioned. The Church, through the Paraklesis Service, gives us the opportunity to come to that deathbed 
and eulogize and entreat the woman who bore God, the vessel of our salvation and our chief advocate at His 
divine throne. And as, in the earthly family, daily routines and the indulgence in personal wants should come to 
a halt. Fasting, in its full sense (abstaining from food and desires) accomplishes this. Less time in leisure or 
other pursuits leaves more time for prayer and reflection on she who gave us Christ, and became the first and 
greatest Christian. In reflecting on her and her incomparable life, we see a model Christian life, embodying 
Christ’s retort to the woman who stated that Mary was blessed because she bore Him: blessed rather are those 
who hear His word and keep it. Mary did this better than anyone. As Fr. Thomas Hopko has stated, she heard 
the word of God and kept it so well, that she of all women in history was chosen not only to hear His Word but 
give birth to it (Him). So, while we fast in contemplation of her life, we are simultaneously preparing ourselves 
to live a life in imitation of her. That is the purpose of the Dormition Fast. 

 

The Feast of the Transfiguration of our Lord Jesus Christ  
Commemorated 06/19 August 

 
Our Lord had spoken to His disciples many times not only concerning His Passion, Cross, and 

Death, but also concerning the coming persecutions and afflictions that 
they themselves would endure. Since all these evils were near at hand, 
but the enjoyment of good things which they hoped to receive in their 
stead was yet to come, our Savior desired to give them full assurance, 
evidently and openly, concerning that glory which is prepared for those 
who endure to the end. Therefore, fulfilling that which He had promised 
shortly before, that "there be some standing here which shall not taste 
of death, till they see the Son of man coming in His Kingdom" (Matt. 
16:28), He took His three foremost disciples and ascended Mount 
Tabor, where He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the 
sun, and His clothes became white as the light. Suddenly, together with 
this dread and marvelous effulgence of light, there appeared those 
pinnacles of the Prophets, Moses and Elias, who spoke with the Lord 
Jesus concerning His saving Passion which was about to take place. 
Standing before Him as reverent servants, they showed that He is the 
Lord of both the living and the dead, for Moses came forth from Hades, 
having died many centuries before, and Elias, as it were from heaven, 
whither he had been taken up while yet alive. After a little while a radiant cloud overshadowed them 
and out of the cloud they heard that same voice which had been heard at the Jordan at the Baptism 
of Christ, testifying to the Divinity of Jesus and saying: "This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well-
pleased; hear ye Him" (Matt. 17: 5). 

Such are the marvels, truly worthy of God, celebrated in this present feast, which is an image 
and prefiguring of the future state of the righteous, whose splendor the Lord spoke of, saying: "Then 
shall the righteous shine forth as the sun" (Matt. 13:43). It is because of this that the Kontakion of this 
Feast is said daily (when there is not a great feast) in the Service of the Typica in perpetual 
commemoration of the glory that will be the lot of the Saints. According to tradition, the Lord's 
Transfiguration came to pass forty days before His Crucifixion; this is why the Transfiguration is 
celebrated forty days before the Exaltation of the Cross.  First-Fruits, especially grapes, are 
traditionally brought to the church for blessing on this day. 



Relics of the Holy Protomartyr Stephen 
Commemorated 02/15 August 

The Transfer (translation) of the Relics of the Holy 
Protomartyr Stephen from Jerusalem to Constantinople took 
place about the year 428. 
After the holy Protomartyr Archdeacon Stephen was stoned by 
the Jews, they left his holy body unburied to be devoured by 
the beasts and birds. After a day and a night, the renowned 
Jewish teacher of the Law, Gamaliel sent people to take up 
the body of the Protomartyr. Gamaliel buried him on his own 
property, in his own tomb, not far from Jerusalem. 

When Lord’s secret disciple Νikόdēmos died, Gamaliel 
also buried him near the grave of Saint Stephen. Afterwards 
Gamaliel himself, who had been baptized with his son Abibas, 
was buried near the grave of the Protomartyr Stephen and 
Saint Νikόdēmos. 
In the year 415 the relics of the saint were uncovered in a 
miraculous manner and solemnly transferred to Jerusalem by 
Bishop John and the bishops Eutonius of Sebaste and 
Eleutherius of Jericho. From that time healings took place 
from the relics. 

Afterwards, during the reign of holy Emperor Theodosius the Younger (408-450), the 
relics of the holy Protomartyr Stephen were transferred from Jerusalem to Constantinople 
and placed in the church of the holy deacon Laurence (August 10/23). When a church 
dedicated to the Protomartyr Stephen was built, the relics were transferred there on August 
2/15. Saint Stephen’s right hand is preserved in the Serapionov chamber of the Trinity-
Sergius Lavra. 
⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎ 

THE SEVEN HOLY YOUTHS OF EPHESUS 
Commemorated 04/17 August 

There was a great persecution of Christians during the 
reign of Decius. The emperor himself went to Ephesus, and 
there arranged a boisterous and noisy celebration in honor of 
the lifeless idols--as well as a terrible slaughter of Christians. 
Seven young men, soldiers, refrained from the impure offering 
of sacrifices. They earnestly prayed to the one God to save the 
Christian people. They were the sons of the most influential 
elders of Ephesus. Their names were Maximilian, Jamblicus, 
Martin [Martinian], John, Dionysius, Exacustodianus, and 
Antonin [Antoninus]. When they were accused before the 
emperor, they retreated to a hill outside of Ephesus called 
Celion, and there they hid in a cave. When the emperor 
learned of this, he commanded that the cave be walled shut. 
Yet, God--according to His far-reaching providence--caused a 
miraculous and long-lasting sleep to fall upon the young men. 

The imperial courtiers Theodore and Rufinus (themselves secret Christians) built a small 
copper box into the wall. It contained lead plaques on which were written the names of 
these young men, and which recorded their martyric deaths during the reign of Emperor 
Decius. More than two hundred years passed. During the reign of Emperor Theodosius the 
Younger (408-450 A.D.), there was a great dispute about the resurrection of the dead, and 
there were some that doubted in it. Emperor Theodosius was in great sorrow as a result of 
this dispute among the faithful, and prayed to God that He, in some way, would reveal the 
truth to men. Then some shepherds of Adolius, who owned the hill Celion, were building 
folds for their sheep, using stones from the cave. They removed stone after stone. Suddenly, 
the youths awoke from their sleep, as youthful and healthy as on the day they fell asleep. 
The news of this miracle was spread abroad in every direction, so that Theodosius himself 
came with a great entourage and conversed with the youths, to his delight. After a week, 
they again fell into the deep repose from which they had awakened, to await the General 
Resurrection. Emperor Theodosius wanted to place their bodies in gold caskets; but they 
appeared to him in a dream, and told him to leave them in the earth as they had been laid 
there. 
 
 
 



The Tradition of Blessing Fruit on the Transfiguration 
Protopresbyter George D. Konstantopoulos. St Andrew Orthodox church, South Bend, IN 

On the Holy Feast-Day of Transfiguration (Metamorphosis) on August 6th (19th) our tradition 
calls that the Orthodox Christian faithful bring fruits and even vegetables to be blessed on this day. 
The most common fruit to be blessed are grapes. 

The blessing of fruits i.e., grapes, apples, etc., as well as vegetables on this day, is one very 
beautiful custom of our Holy Church. The 
practice signifies the final transfiguration of 
all things in Christ our Savior. “It signifies the 
ultimate flowering and fruitfulness of all 
creation in the Paradise of God’s Kingdom of 
Life where all will be transformed by the 
Glory of the Lord”.  

This is an early Christian tradition. The 
first week of August, on the sixth of August, 
the farmers used to gather the first fruits of 
their summer harvest (grapes, figs, etc.) and 
to offer thanks to God and offer them to the 
Church to be blessed and then to give them to 
the faithful present at the Divine Liturgy as a blessing to them. These fruits are called the 
“beginnings”. 

In a text from the 7th century (“the laws of the kingdom”) by Emperor Constantine 
Porfirogenitos this tradition is described clearly: “The Emperor of Constantinople gathers the 
“beginnings” (“aparches”) in Chalcedon, where there are many vines, and then he waits for the 
Patriarch of Constantinople to come on the Holy Day of the Transfiguration of Christ, to bless the 
fruits and to personally hand out the grapes to the faithful. 

This tradition is adhered to in various parts of Greece where they grow grapes. 
Saint John Chrysostom wrote: “Plowman receives fruit from the earth not so much for his 

labor and diligence, as out of the goodness of God Who grows this fruit, because neither is he that 
plants anything, neither he that waters, but God that gives the increase”. 

Grapes are brought to church because they are directly connected to the Holy Eucharistic 
Mystery (Sacraments); that is why in the prayer for the blessing of grapes the priest says, “Bless, Lord, 
this new fruit of the vine which reached ripeness because Thou kindly provided god weather, drops of 
rain and stillness. Let eating this fruit of vine makes us joyful.  And give us the honor of offering this 
fruit to Thee, as the gift of purging of sins, altogether with the Holy Body of Thy Christ. 

In the first centuries of Christianity, the faithful brought forth to the church the fruit and crops 
of the new harvest: bread, wine, olive oil, incense, wax, honey, etc. Of all these offerings, only bread, 
wine, incense, olive oil, and wax were taken to the altar, while the rest was used for the needs of the 
clergy and the poor whom the church was caring for. These offerings were to express gratitude to God 
for all goods, but at the same time help servants of God and people in need. Until today, the 
consecration of bread and wine, eggs and milk and other food has been kept in the consecration of 
artos (bread) in the church and meals at home on Pascha. Consecration of flowers and tree branches 
is performed now on Palm Sunday, the days of the Holy Trinity and Exaltation of the Holy Cross, and 
on Sunday of the week of the Veneration of the Cross. Rice with raisins and honey are used as offering 
in services for the dead and remembrance repast. Prosphora is brought forth to church for 
Proskomedia in order for the priest to perform the Offertory Service.  
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 



Icon of the Feast of the Transfiguration 
 
In the icon of the Feast of the Transfiguration, Christ is the central figure (1.), appearing in a dominant position within a 
circular mandorla. He is clearly at the visual and theological center of the icon. His right hand is raised in blessing, and his 
left hand contains a scroll. The mandorla with its brilliant colors of white, gold, and blue represent the divine glory and 
light. The halo around the head of Christ is inscribed with the Greek words O on, meaning "The One Who is". 

 

1. Christ appears in the center of the icon blessing with His right hand 
and dressed in bright white robes (detail). 

Elijah (2.) and Moses (3.) stand at the top of separate mountain peaks to the left and right of Christ. They are bowing 
toward Christ with their right hands raised in a gesture of intercession towards Him. Saint John Chrysostom explains the 
presence of these two fathers of the faith from the Old Testament in three ways. He states that they represent the Law and 
the Prophets (Moses received the Law from God, and Elijah was a great prophet); they both experienced visions of God 
(Moses on Mount Sinai and Elijah on Mount Carmel); and they represent the living and the dead (Elijah, the living, 
because he was taken up into heaven by a chariot of fire, and Moses, the dead, because he did experience death). 

 

2. The Prophet Elijah, appears on Christ's right-hand side 
(detail). 

3. Moses, who is seen holding the Ten Commandments, appears on Christ's left-
hand side (detail). 

Below Christ are the three Apostles, who by their posture in the icon show their response to the transfiguration of Christ 
(4.). James has fallen over backwards with his hands over his eyes. John in the center has fallen prostrate. Peter is 
kneeling and raises his right hand toward Christ in a gesture expressing his desire to build the three booths. The garments 
of the Apostles are in a state of disarray as to indicate the dramatic impact the vision has had on them. 

 

4. The three Apostles who accompanied Christ to the mountain, Peter, John, and James, react to the vision of 
Christ's Transfiguration. 

  
5. The garments of the Apostles are in state of disarray (detail). 6. The Apostle James reacts to the vision by falling to 

the ground and attempting to cover his eyes (detail). 

The icon of the feast directs our attention toward the event of the Transfiguration and specifically to the glory of God as 
revealed in Christ. This event came at a critical point in the ministry of our Lord, just as He was setting out on His journey 
to Jerusalem. He would soon experience the humiliation, suffering, and death of the Cross. However, the glorious light of 
the Resurrection was revealed to strengthen His disciples for the trials that they would soon experience. 
The feast also points to the great and glorious Second Coming of our Lord and the fulfillment of the Kingdom of God 
when all of creation will be transfigured and filled with light.     (goarch.org) 
 
 



 
 
 


