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Sunday 04 October 2026 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday after the Elevation of the Holy Cross  

Apostle Quadratus of the Seventy 
Epistle: 2 Corinthians 9:6-11 (Sunday) Galatians 2:16-20 (Cross) 

Gospel: Matthew 18:23-35 (Sunday) Mark 8:34-9:1 (Cross) 
Tone One

The Schedule of Divine Services for the Week is as Follows: 
04 Oct (SUN) 18th Sunday after Pentecost 
Chanting of the 3rd Hour 9:15am 
Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 9:30am 
Coffee Social to follow 
07 Oct (Wed) 19th Wednesday after Pentecost 
Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 9:30am 
  Panachida: +Igor Rogozin, by son Aleksey 
Coffee Social to follow 

11 Oct (SUN) 19th Sunday after Pentecost 
Chanting of the 3rd Hour 9:15am 
Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 9:30am 
Coffee Social to follow 
 
 
 

Announcements: 
Confessions be heard by appointment.  Please contact Fr Peter to schedule.  All faithful are encouraged to 
come to the Sacrament every 8­10 weeks, on average, to help maintain spiritual health.  If you have not been 
to Confession since the Great Fast (or longer) consider contacting FrPeter to schedule an appointment.   
 
Bake Order Forms are on the back table under the TV.  Please have your orders in by Sunday 11 October.  We 
are making only nut rolls this time around, with a total of 75 being made.  Limit 4 rolls per order, if we have 
extras, they will go up for sale after the Bake Day.  Bake Day is on 24 October with work beginning at 8am.    
 
Soup Sale season is almost upon us!  The dates for the first three will be 18 October, 15 November and 13 
December.  Each ACRY member is asked to make at least one 5­qt batch of soup.  Quart containers are in the 
ACRY Closet.  Please have your soups in the hall refrigerator before Divine Services.  To get more ACRY 
involvement, if you are not making soup, you should be at the window selling soup!  Sale goes from 11am­
1pm on sale days.  If there are any questions, please contact Cyndi Dzubak or Caryl Strauss    
 
Flowers are donated this week by Arcady Mushigan & Irina Sorokina in memory of son +Nikolai. Memory 
Eternal! Vicnaja Pamjat!  
 

2026 DIOCESAN ASSESSMENT 
Being our parish, and we as its faithful, are a part of the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese, each 
parish member (who is over 18 years of age and not a full-�me undergraduate student or in first term of military 
service) has been assessed $86.00 this year to support the work of the Diocese (Seminary, Camp Nazareth, etc.) 
and administra�on. Please make sure that this commitment is handed in by no later than Sunday 24 October.  
You may contact Debi Myers if you need to check if you are up to date.  
 
FIRST AID NOTICE: In the back of the hall, on top of the fire extinguisher case, next to the furnace 
room doors, we now have a LifeVac.  The LifeVac is a device that is used to aid a choking victim by 
placing the plunger over the face and using it to help extract the blockage.  We are keeping it in the 
hall where we eat and where most of this type of emergency can happen.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



candle offerıngs 
Eternal Light:  Happy 80th Birthday cousin rose-Lois (Many Years!) 

Vigil Candles Offered For the Living- (Many Years!  Mnohaja L’ita!) 
2-special intention-love Mom & Dad 
   Jonathan & Lara; Stephanie 
1-health of Melanie-love Alex 
1-health of Alex-love Melanie 
1-health & special intention John & Marie Smith, 
Georgene & Ray Ammon, Fr Peter & Paňi Bernadette, 
Alex Zarynow, Marie Skasko, Fr John & Paňi Marge 
Fedornock, Lois Erhard, Charlie & Debi Myers, Chris 
Fallon, Barbara Homick, All parishioners of HROC-Carol 
Miller 
2-for health-Sheila 
    HROC parishioners; Family members 
3-special intention-Sheila 
    Fr. Peter & family; Diocesan Priests & their families;  
    OCMC Missionaries 
1-health of children & grandchildren-Tom & Amy 
1-health of Chris Fallon-Michael, Kathleen, John & Anna 
1-health & sp int Taina Ferguson-love Craig 
1-health & sp int. Taina-love Debbie & Greg Yakubik 
2-special intention-brother George 
    Archbishop Michael; Barbara & Harold Harrington 
1-special intention Metropolitan Gregory-George 
Dahulich 
13-for health-George Dahulich 

 Archbishop Michael; Fr. Tom Kadlec; Fr. Jim Dutko; 
Chris Fallon; Charlie Myers; Barbara Harrington; Paňi 
Kathy Dutko; Alex Zarynow; Emily Dzubak; Katherine 
Chow; Psa. Diana Acsente; Fr. John & Paňi Marie 
Brancho; Georgia Wimberly 

5-happy birthday-George Dahulich 
   Angelo Taveira-DaSilva; Joann Medvigy; Tim Dzubak;  
     Sofia Sabirova; Alan Dixon 
1-happy anniv Wing & Debbie Chow-George Dahulich 
1-health of Savannah, Chloe, Caroline, Christopher,   
   Natalie, Cole, Parker Ray-love Grandparents 
20-health & special intention-John & Marie Smith 

Melanie Samson; Carol Miller; Barbara Homick; Marie 
Skasko; Georgene & Ray Ammon; Fr Tom & Paňi 
Linda Kadlec; FrJohn & Paňi Marge Fedornock; 
FrPeter & Paňi Bernadette; FrJohn & Paňi Eleanor 
Pribish; Eleanor Breno; Charlie Myers; Lois Erhard; 
FrJohn & Paňi Marie Brancho; Paňi Jean Hutnyan; 
Chris Fallon, Jeanne Delasko; Andrea Dzubak; Maig & 
Violette; Blaire & Tatiana; Melissa  

1-world peace-John & Marie Smith 
6-special intentions-the Breno Family   
   Breno Family; Fedornock Families; Peart Family;  
   Nakonecznyj Family; Zankey Family; Fabian Family  

2-specail intention-Mom & Dad 
    Brian, Angela & Dominic; Stephen 
11-for health & special intention-Mark & Marie 

Nancy Shields; Mike Czap; Skeets & Beth; Carol 
Miller; Ray & Georgene Ammon; Eleanor Breno; 
FrJohn & Paňi Marge; FrPeter & Paňi Bernadette; 
Chris & Mike Fallon; Susan & Dan Zelensky; Reggie 
Mervine  

1-for health Skeets & Beth, Carol Miller, Michael, Dan-
Charlie & Debi Myers   
2-specail intention Jacob & Joey-love Mom & Dad 
1-health & healing Hayley, Bob, Peggy and Bruce, Carol 
Miller, Chris Fallon, AnneMarie, Paňi Jean, Ray Ammon, 
Tom Delare, Jordan; Nancy Hall; Nick & Janet-Lois 
1-for health Savannah & Parker, Caroline, Natalie, Karen 
K, Jeanne Delasko, Barbara Homick, Georgene, Debbie 
Delare, Julie Williams, Pam, Sharon-Lois 
1-happy anniv John & Melissa-Lois 
1-happy birthday Dianne-Lois 
3-health & wellbeing-Olga Vovk 
Artem, Andrey, Lidia, Tatiana, Natalia, Konstantin, Eva 
and George; Lubov, Michail, Ivan, Mark, Alexandra, 
Anastasia, Ludmila, Vasili, Maxim; Sofia, Sergei, Eva, 
Matthew, Timothy, Yulia, Dru, and Alex, Arkadii. Irina 
and their children and grandchildren 

1-health & safety Natalie, Konstantin, Eugenia, George-
Olga Vovk 
1-helath & wellness Dennis, Irina, Vladislav, Alla, Julia, 
Julia, Julia, Julia, Elena-Irina Panfilov 
2-for health-Paňi Jean Hutnyan 
   Muhlenberg Family; Hutnyan Family 
1-specail prayer-Paňi Marge Fedornock 
1-sp int all my children-Paňi Marge Fedornock 
1-happy Name’s Day Faith & Sophia-Paňi Marge 
Fedornock 
1-thank you, Eric-Paňi Marge Fedornock, 
1-health of those who are ill-Paňi Marge Fedornock 
1-happy birthday Barbara Muhlenberg-Paňi Marge 
Fedornock 
1-blessed 64th Anniv of Ordination Fr John-Paňi Marge 
Fedornock 
1-happy 35th Anniv. Faith & Dan-Paňi Marge Fedornock 
2-happy 1st Anniversary-Paňi Marge Fedornock 
   Robbie & Alexandra; Araina & Stephen 
 
 
 

Vigil Candles In Loving Memory: (Memory Eternal! Vicnaja Pamjat!) 
1+in loving memory of Les-love Carol 
1+in memory Mother & Father–Carol Miller 
1+In loving memory of Chris Hudack, Grandparents,  
 Bettie Searfoss, Myrtle Miller, John Hudack,  
 John Hrapchak, John Homick, Marge Tomasevich-Carol 
Miller  
1+in loving memory of Tom, Ann & Chrysa Thear-Taina & 
   Craig 
2+loving memory-the Fallons  
    Bishop Matthias & Paňi Jeannette;  
    Anna & John Luchok  
1+in memory of parents Helen & Larry Rowland-Diane 
1+in memory grandparents Helen & Peter Sedlar-Diane  
1+Memory Eternal Parents/Grandparents-Koval Family 
1+Memory Eternal Uncle George, Aunt Marge & Uncle 
Tony- Koval Family 
2+Memory Eternal-love Alex, Melanie 
    parents Michael & Elaine; parents John & Katherine 
7+in memory-Sheila   
    John; Dad Kraynok; Mom Kraynok; Charles Hrapchak;  
    Anna Hrapchak; Evelyn Hrapchak; Irene Dzubak 

1+In loving memory of Metro-Love, Joan and Family  
1+in loving memory of parents Peter & Ann Dahulich-
love son George 
1+loving memory of Nikolai Mushegian-love Mom & Dad 
1+for soul’s peace, mercy & entry into paradise-Olga V 

Vladimir, Lidia, Pavel, Nina, Vladimir, Anatol, 
Maria, Rafael, Germina, Maxim, Anna, Irene, Sergei, 
Irina, Tatiana, Natalia, Olga, Konstantin, Leonid, Anna, 
Izot, Nina, Natalia, Afanasii, Lidia, Anastasia, Fedor 

2+in memory-Mark & Marie Sudik 
     Mom; Irene Dzubak 
1+loving memory Grandpa, Grammy, Irene Dzubak - 
Charlie & Debi Myers 
1+in memory Irene Dzubak-John & Marie Smith 
1+in memory of Aunt Margaret-Lois 
4+in memory-Paňi Marge Fedornock 
   Parents; brother & sister; Bishop John; Paňi Sharon  
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 



Please pray for the following:  Metropolitan Gregory; Fr. Frank & Paňi Connie Miloro; Fr Stephen & Paňi Daria 
Loposky, Paňi Betty Jean Baranik; Fr Michael Rustik; Fr. Mark Leasure; Fr. John Fencik; Fr. Paul Stoll; Fr. Robert & 
Paňi Peggy Teklinski; Dn. Peter Skoog & family; Fr James & Paňi Kathy Dutko; Fr. Gregory Allard; Paňi Linda Barriger; 
Fr. James Gleason, Fr. Luke Mihaly; Hieromonk Michael; Fr Thomas & Paňi Linda Kadlec; Fr Stephen Krivonak; Fr 
David Smoley; Paňi Annamarie Slovesko; Paňi Patricia Duranko; Fr John & Paňi Cindy Zboyovski, Paňi MaryMargaret 
Conjelko; Fr John & Paňi Eleanor Pribish; Fr John Mikitish; Paňi Karen Miklos; Paňi Marie Brancho; Paňi Jean 
Hutnyan; Fr David & Paňi Paula Kossy; Fr Edward Pehanich; Fr Andrew Fetchina; Fr Dan Mahler; SGT Joey Myers; 
SGT Alexander Zarynow; Beth & Ed ‘Skeets’ Williams; Carol Miller; Dorothy Mastronicola; Tony Zankey; Justin 
Popek; Florence Gregoric, James & Melody Peyton; Carol Blum, Alexi Williams, Missy Johns, Susan Buckley, 
Constance Amey, James Lazor, Debbie Dell; Grace Yoon; Michael Dinneen; Joan Detwiler; Joan Kondratick; 
Barbara Homick; Jim David & Jeanne Delasko; Melanie Samson; Laura Gary; Richard & Wendy Sulich; James 
Durachko; Randi Ca� alle, Hayley Marshall, Jon Green, MaryJane, Kyle & Rosie Brant, Alicia, Stephen Brancho; 
Emily; MaryMargaret;  Thomas & Deborah Delare; Diana Hannan; Devan Merrill; Bob Fitzurka; Olga Vovk; Lela; 
Carly; Robert; Vic Fitzwater; Taina Ferguson; Olya Romanova; Luke Gri� ith; Richard Durachko; Jennifer Haire; 
Simon, Alla; Artem Vovk; Charles Arnhold; Danielle V; Debbie Aumen; David Bulko; Bill Finken; Angelo Taveira-
DaSilva, Andrew S.; Natalie Z; Stephen Hutnyan; Dayton Naugle; Cassidy Riselvato; Phillip Trivett; Camila Bonilla; 
Hilary Soperak; Ray Rushnak; Christine Sakmar; Joel F, Frank, Jordan, Ruth Moore; Hudson Kennedy; Ray Ammon; 
Stephan B,  Jacob C; Michael Myers, Andrea Dzubak, Tony Pená,  Lucile,  Dan Breno, Sbdn Alex Breno, Blaire 
Zarynow & Tatiana,  Kaitin Alfaro & son, Christine & Abigale, Karen Kaczmarek,  Larry Pinckney, Vasilios 
Moschonas, Nadya Breno & baby, Barbara & James Farnan, Gail Cushing    

May Our Lord Jesus Christ Touch Them with His Healing Hand!! 

Prayer For The Priesthood 
O Lord Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd of Your sheep, light the fire of ardent love in the 
hearts of all Your priests, that they may ever and in all things seek only Your glory. 
Remember especially, Lord, our Metropolitan Gregory, and our spiritual fathers who are 
laboring in Your vineyard for the salvation of all those whom You have entrusted to them. 
Remember also, O Lord, our priests and deacons, especially Fr Edward Pehanich, Fr   
John Pribish & Fr Deacon Art Steinstra and our Diocesan Seminarians Fr. Peter 
Sodini, Fr. Maximus Cannaverde, Dn. Bradley Shaffer, Reader John Fedornock III, 
Nicholas Cizin, Spyridon Raburn, Clay Wood, Gabriel Saldana, David Miazga and 
Ignatius Dixon.  Reader Ignatios Leonardo is in administration  

Make their lives as holy as the word they preach. Keep them from being 
discouraged. Hear their prayers for our salvation. Give them wisdom and courage to 

proclaim Your truth. Make them priests after Your own heart. For You are a merciful God who loves us, and to 
You we give glory, together with Your eternal Father and Your all­holy, good and life­giving Spirit, now and ever 
and forever. Amen. 
{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{} 
    

Apostle Quadratus of the Seventy 

Commemorated 21 September/04 October 
 
Saint Quadratus, Apostle of the Seventy preached the Word of 

God at Athens and at Magnesia (eastern peninsula of Thessaly), and 
was Bishop of Athens. His biographer called him “a morning star” among 
the clouds of paganism. He converted many pagans to the true faith in 
Christ the Savior, and his preaching aroused the hatred of the pagans. 
Once, an angry mob fell upon the saint to pelt him with stones. 
Preserved by God, Saint Quadratus remained alive, and they threw him 
into prison, where he died of starvation. His holy body was buried in 
Magnesia. 

In the year 126, Saint Quadratus wrote an Apologia in defense of 
Christianity. Presented to the emperor Hadrian (117­138), the Apologia 
affected the persecution of Christians, since the emperor issued a 
decree saying that no one should be convicted without just cause. This 
Apologia was known to the historian Eusebius in the fourth century. At 
the present time, only part of this Apologia survives, quoted by Eusebius: 
“The deeds of our Savior were always witnessed, because they were 
true. His healings and raising people from the dead were visible not only 
when they were healed and raised, but always. They lived not only 
during the existence of the Savior upon the earth, but they also 
remained alive long after His departure. Some, indeed, have survived to 
our own time.” 
 
 
 



Protomartyr and Equal of the Apostles Thekla 
Commemorated 24 September/07 October 

The Holy Protomartyr and Equal of the Apostles Thekla was born in the city of Iconium. She was the 
daughter of rich and illustrious parents, and she was distinguished by extraordinary beauty. At eighteen years 
of age, they betrothed her to an eminent youth. But after she heard the preaching of the holy Apostle Paul 
about the Savior, Saint Thekla with all her heart came to love the Lord Jesus Christ, and she steadfastly 
resolved not to enter into marriage, but rather to devote all her life to preaching the Gospel.  

Saint Thekla’s mother was opposed to her daughter’s plans and insisted that she marry her betrothed. 
Saint Thekla’s fiancé also complained to the prefect of the city about the Apostle Paul, accusing him of turning 
his bride against him. The prefect locked up Saint Paul in prison. 

During the night Saint Thekla secretly ran 
away from her house, and she bribed the prison 
guards, giving them all her gold ornaments, and so 
made her way into the prison to the prisoner. For 
three days she sat at the feet of the Apostle Paul, 
listening to his fatherly precepts. Thekla’s 
disappearance was discovered, and servants were 
sent out everywhere looking for her. Finally, they 
found her in the prison and brought her home by 
force. 

At his trial Saint Paul was sentenced to 
banishment from the city. Again, they urged Saint 
Thekla to consent to the marriage, but she would not 
change her mind. Neither the tears of her mother, nor 
her wrath, nor the threats of the prefect could 
separate Saint Thekla from her love for the Heavenly 
Bridegroom, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Her mother, in an insane rage, demanded 
from the judges a death sentence against her 
unyielding daughter, and Saint Thekla was 
sentenced to be burned. Without flinching, the holy 
martyr went into the fire and made the Sign of the 
Cross over herself. At this moment the Savior 
appeared to her, blessing her present deed, and 
inexpressible joy filled her holy soul. 

The flames of the fire shot up high, but the 
martyr was surrounded by a light and the flames did 
not touch her. Thunder boomed, and a strong 
downpour of rain and hail extinguished the fire. The 
torturers scattered in fear. Saint Thekla, kept safe by the Lord, left the city and with the help of a certain 
Christian youth, searched for the Apostle Paul. The holy apostle and his companions, among whom was Saint 
Barnabas, were hidden in a cave not far from the city, praying fervently, that the Lord would strengthen Saint 
Thekla in her sufferings. 

After this, Saint Thekla went with them preaching the Gospel in Antioch. In this city she was pursued by 
a certain dignitary named Alexander, who was captivated by her beauty. Saint Thekla refused his offer of 
marriage, and so she was condemned to death for being a Christian. Twice they set loose hungry wild animals 
upon her, but they would not touch the holy virgin. Instead, they lay down meekly and licked her feet. 

The Providence of God preserved the holy martyr unharmed through all her torments. Finally, they tied 
her to two oxen and began to chase her with red-hot rods, but the strong cords broke asunder like cobwebs, 
and the oxen ran off, leaving Saint Thekla unharmed. The people began shouting, “Great is the God of the 
Christians!” The prefect himself became terrified, realizing that the holy martyr was being kept safe by the 
Almighty God, Whom she served. He then gave orders to set free the servant of God Thekla. 

With the blessing of the Apostle Paul, Saint Thekla then settled in a desolate region of Isaurian 
Seleucia and dwelt there for many years, constantly preaching the Word of God and healing the sick through 
her prayer. Saint Thekla converted many pagans to Christ, and the Church appropriately names her as “Equal-
to-the-Apostles.” Even a pagan priest, trying to assault her purity and punished for his impudence, was brought 
by her to holy Baptism. More than once the Enemy of the race of man tried to destroy Saint Thekla through 
people blinded by sin, but the power of God always preserved this faithful servant of Christ. 

When Saint Thekla was already a ninety-year-old woman, pagan sorcerers became incensed at her for 
treating the sick for free. They were unable to comprehend that the saint was healing the sick by the power of 
the grace of Christ, and they presumed that the virgin-goddess Artemis was her special helper. Envious of 
Saint Thekla, they sent their followers to defile her. When they came near her, Saint Thekla cried out for help to 
Christ the Savior, and a rock split open and hid the holy virgin, the bride of Christ. Thus did Saint Thekla offer 
up her holy soul to the Lord. 

The holy Church glorifies the Protomartyr Thekla as “the glory of women and guide for the suffering, 
opening up the way through every torment.” From of old many churches were dedicated to her, one of which 
was built at Constantinople by the holy Equal of the Apostles Constantine. The Protomartyr Thekla, a prayerful 
intercessor for ascetics, is also invoked during the tonsure of women into monasticism. 

 
 
 
 



Time, We Have Enough Of 
Vladimir Basenkov, on orthochristian.com 

 
Time is both the most familiar and the most mysterious gift that we receive at birth. We cannot see it, 

hold it in our hands, stop it, or turn it back. Yet it is time that measures our lives: through childhood and old age, 
waiting and meeting, work and rest, prayer and distraction, hope and memory. 

Every one of us has money, health, energy, knowledge, and… time. Yet this strange resource is the 
only one that cannot be stored up for later, saved for a rainy day, borrowed from the future, or recovered from 
the past. We can save money, restore our health, and acquire new skills, but a past hour never returns. In this 
sense, time is a resource far more precious than anything we are used to calling a resource. 

At the same time, time is not a ruthless counter ticking life away. It is a space where we meet God, 
make choices, learn to love, and become who we are destined to be. 

Time As a Gift and Responsibility 
In the Holy Scriptures, time is never presented as a random flow of events. It has a beginning, a 

direction, and a purpose. In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth (Gen. 1:1). With these words, 
the Bible reveals not only the narrative of creation but the very mystery of human existence. The world did not 
emerge from meaningless chaos―it has a Source. History is not an endless wandering: it moves toward the 
fulfillment of God’s plan. 

Yet man is given to live within time without fully possessing it. We are capable of planning our days, 
building cities, writing books, and creating technologies. But no plan can guarantee us tomorrow morning. We 
can calculate the duration of a journey, but we do not know the length of our own lives. From this, not fear is 
born, but sober mindfulness. The Apostle Paul calls on us: [Redeem] the time, because the days are evil (Eph. 
5:16). To value time does not mean turning life into an endless race of achievements. On the contrary, it means 
learning to distinguish the essential from the secondary. Sometimes, a single hour at a sick person’s bedside is 
more significant than decades spent building a career. A single word of comfort can prove more important than 
a lengthy speech, and one sincere prayer deeper than thousands of pages written about faith. Time becomes 
valuable not in itself, but because of what we fill it with. 

Why Clocks Tick Differently 
Everyone is familiar with this strange property of time: it seems to shift speeds. Spending five minutes 

in a queue can feel like an eternity, whereas an entire day of traveling or doing what you love passes in the 
blink of an eye. In childhood, summer felt endless—packed with trips, new books, discoveries, and adventures. 
As we grow older, the years begin to shrink, turning into a brief blur of familiar dates and the endless cycle of 
routine. 

Physical clocks tick at a steady pace, but the human mind perceives time differently. When we wait, 
suffer, or feel afraid, our attention focuses on every single second. Time becomes almost tangible. Yet, when 
deeply immersed in work, creativity, conversation, or prayer, we stop constantly measuring what is happening. 
The clock keeps ticking, but the inner observer seems to step aside.   

There is another reason: new experiences are remembered in detail, making a given period feel longer. 
In contrast, monotonous, identical days leave almost no distinct traces in our memory. Looking back, we see a 
few vivid episodes separated by vast blanks rather than a multitude of lived days, which makes it feel as 
though time has sped up. 

Time does not always drag because it is empty, and it does not always fly because it is full. Sometimes, 
we are simply running away from ourselves, drowning out our inner anxiety with busyness, entertainment, and 
an endless stream of information. The day goes by quickly, but you are left with a feeling that nothing really 
happened. 

However, prayer sometimes restores our sense of the present. In the presence of God, we cease to be 
merely executors of tasks. We remember that life is not a checklist of urgent matters, but a journey. And each 
day can become not just a calendar unit, but a meeting place with eternity. 
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Does Time Really Exist? 
Philosophers and physicists have long wondered whether time is an independent reality or merely a 

form of perception―a way for humans to organize changes in the world. In some scientific and philosophical 
theories, time is not viewed as an absolute flow, but as part of a unified structure of space and events. In a 
more radical formulation, we might even hear that time does not actually exist. 

The Orthodox Church has never reduced time to the mere movement of clock hands. Theology 
distinguishes between the time of this world—mutable, corruptible, and bound to birth and death―and God’s 
eternity, which is not an infinitely long stretch of time. Eternity is not an immeasurably extended past, present, 
and future, but a different mode of being, free from the destructive power of succession. 

God does not “live” in time the way we do. For Him, there is no unexpected tomorrow or irrevocable 
yesterday, yet this does not mean that human history holds no significance for the Creator. On the contrary, 
Christianity asserts that the Eternal entered into time. The Incarnation of the Son of God became the greatest 
mystery of eternity meeting history. Christ was born in a specific era, lived among a particular people, spoke a 
human language, suffered under a specific ruler, and was resurrected at a concrete point in human history. 

If time did not exist in any sense, it would be impossible to speak of creation, the Incarnation, or the 
Resurrection. Therefore, the statement “time does not exist” may be useful as a philosophical challenge to our 
habitual perception, but it does not negate the reality of the human journey. For us, time exists as a sequence 
of gifts and decisions. We cannot live through everything all at once. We are given only the present day, and 
that is precisely where its unique value lies. 

The End of Time Is the End of History 
Reflecting on time, it is impossible not to think of its end. In the Christian tradition, history is not infinite: 

it has a beginning and an end, which the Holy Scriptures reveal through Apocalyptic language. 
Albrecht Durer. The engraving, The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse. The Apocalypse is often 

perceived as a book of catastrophes, wars, monsters, and cosmic upheavals. Yet, at its very center stands not 
horror, but Christ. The final Book of the Bible does not contain a script of hopelessness, but a testament that 
evil will not achieve ultimate victory. History may seem chaotic, terrifying, and uncontrollable; however, its final 
chapter is not in the hands of empires, dictators, markets, or technologies. The last word belongs to God. 

The “end of time” marks the conclusion of the world’s current, broken state. Time as we know it is 
bound to corruption: everything is born, changes, and dies. In Christian hope, the end does not signify the 
annihilation of existence, but its transfiguration. The Apocalyptic vision does not culminate in emptiness, but in 
the image of a new Heaven and a new earth―the New Jerusalem, where there shall be no more death (Rev. 
21:4). 

The Christian anticipation of the end should not devolve into a nervous calculation of dates. Christ 
Himself warned that the day and the hour are hidden. When people attempt to pinpoint the exact date of the 
end of history, they more often than not replace spiritual watchfulness with curiosity and fear. 

A far more important question is this: if this day turns out to be my last, who will I be in it? Whom will I 
manage to forgive? Whom will I speak the truth to? Whom will I help? What will I pray for? The “end of history” 
begins for each human being not only in the cosmic future, but also at the moment of a personal encounter 
with God. 

To Live Not Against Time, But With It 
Modern people often perceive time as an enemy. We complain about its scarcity as we rush, run late, 

get annoyed, and try to be in multiple places at once. Even leisure often turns into just another item on our 
schedule. We want to do it all, yet we gradually lose sight of what we are rushing for. 

The Christian perspective offers a different rhythm. It does not call for inaction or a rejection of 
responsibility. On the contrary, it teaches us to work hard, fulfill our duties, and care for our neighbors. Yet it 
reminds us: we are not defined by our calendar. Our worth is not determined by the number of completed tasks 
or the speed at which we finish them. 

Sometimes, the most spiritual act is simply to pause: a morning sign of the Cross before the day 
begins, a few minutes of focused prayer, a conversation with a loved one without a cellphone in hand, a visit to 
the sick, or the restraint of not meeting irritation with irritation. In these small actions, time ceases to be a 
consumable resource and becomes an offering of love. 

We often feel like we are wasting time when we pray, read the Gospel, help someone, or listen to an 
elderly person or a child. But it is precisely these moments that may turn out to be the true meaning of life. 
According to the Apostle Paul, love never faileth (1 Cor. 13:8). Everything else―money, fame, anxieties, and 
arguments―will one day be left behind. 

Conclusion 
We do not know how much time we have been given. But we do know what it is given for: to learn to be 

with God and with one another. We are not promised power over the future, but we are granted the opportunity 
to sanctify the present. The past cannot be changed, but it can be brought to God in repentance. The future is 
hidden, but it can be met with hope. The present seems ordinary, yet it is precisely here that our eternal destiny 
is being fulfilled. 

    Time is running out… But this is not only a reason for anxiety. For Christians, the end of time means 
the drawing near of fullness, when the division between hope and fulfillment, between prayer and answer, 
between faith and vision disappears. Until then, we are given today. 

We do not need to demand the impossible of ourselves―it is enough to live this day honestly, mindfully, 
and with love: to pray, to do good, to ask forgiveness, to support the weak, and not to allow the heart to harden 
completely. 

Time is not a void between birth and death. It is a road on which we can find eternity. And if we accept 
every hour as a gift, and not as a random trifle, then even the briefest moment becomes a space of God’s 
presence. 

  
 
**Artwork: Salvador Dali. The Persistence of Memory, 1931, removed for copyright purposes 


